
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROGERS CITY CITY COUNCIL 
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2024 

 
Mayor McLennan called the meeting to order at 9 am.  WWTP Supt. Hansen led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL:  PRESENT –   Council Members Timeen Adair, Kenneth Bielas, Larry Fuhrman, Gary 
Nowak and Mayor Scott McLennan.  

OTHER CITY PERSONNEL PRESENT – City Atty. Michael Vogler, Police Officer Bruce Collins, 
MS Director Alex Harimoto, City Mgr. Joseph Hefele and City Clerk/Treasurer Terri Koss. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to approve the 
agenda as presented.    
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITIZENS APPEARING BEFORE THE COUNCIL:  
Ray Hansen introduced Jeff Janowiec the new WWTP employee. Jeff provided background 
information. 
Alex Harimoto addressed Council regarding a CFNEM grant that was received to assist with 
education for children to cross streets safely.  A marketing assistance grant was also received. A 
hot cocoa crawl is scheduled for February 2, 2024, a career expo is scheduled on February 22, 
2024, and a mural festival is scheduled for June.  Council Member Nowak inquired about students 
being on the Planning Commission, Council and DDA. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Bielas, that the minutes 
of the Regular Council Meeting of December 19, 2023 be approved as written. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 
CHECK AND INVOICE APPROVAL: 
It was moved by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, that the following 
total fund expenditures be recognized as payments made and payments to be made, in the amount 
of $298,716.14 and the Mayor is authorized to sign the check register. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  None. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
City Mgr. Hefele reported on the plow truck application, pavilion remodel, warranty of water main 
on first street, travel lift and boat storage, snowmobile trail, ordinances, rental inspections, collective 
bargaining with a wage study and test well development. 
 

COMMISSION AND LIAISONS: None.  
 

MAYOR: 
Mayor McLennan reported on the adopt-a-sign program and inquired how to get meetings on You-
Tube. 
 



January 3, 2024 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
APPOINTMENTS 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-1 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to appoint 
Council Member Nowak as Mayor Pro Tem, Mayor McLennan to the Ambulance Authority, 
NEMCOG, Presque Isle County Emergency Planning, and the Main Street-DDA, Council Member 
Adair to the Fire Authority and Harbor Advisory, Council Member Fuhrman to the Planning 
Commission and Council Member Bielas to Parks and Recreation and HUNT. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
PARADE APPROVAL 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-2 
A motion was made by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to approve 
2024 parades including the Little League Parade, Memorial Day Parade, Flag Day Parade, Pirate 
Parade, Nautical Festival Grand Parade, Nautical Festival Antique Car Parade, Nautical Festival 
Kiddie Parade, RCHS Fall Homecoming Parade, Halloween Parade and Christmas Light Parade.   
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
USDA-RD PLOW TRUCK GRANT/LOAN 
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-3 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to authorize 
City Mgr. Hefele to execute and submit a pre-application through USDA-RD to purchase two plow 
trucks and schedule a Public Hearing in consideration of the request for February 6, 2024 at 6 pm.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY  
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-4 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Adair, to approve 
the Conflict of Interest Policy with the changes recommended by City Atty. Vogler. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
SCHEDULE WORKSHOP 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the need for the workshop regarding the water pipe for the First Street 
project. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
With nothing further to come before Council, Mayor McLennan declared the meeting adjourned at  
9:49 am. 
 
______________________________     _______________________________________ 
SCOTT MCLENNAN, MAYOR       TERRI L. KOSS, CITY CLERK/TREASURER 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROGERS CITY CITY COUNCIL 
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2024 

 
Mayor McLennan called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.  Alex Harimoto led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL:  PRESENT –   Council Members Timeen Adair, Kenneth Bielas, Larry Fuhrman, Gary 
Nowak and Mayor Scott McLennan.  

OTHER CITY PERSONNEL PRESENT – City Atty. Michael Vogler, Police Chief Jamie Meyer, MS 
Director Alex Harimoto, City Mgr. Joseph Hefele and City Clerk/Treasurer Terri Koss. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to approve the 
agenda with the addition of a zoning amendment. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITIZENS APPEARING BEFORE THE COUNCIL:  
Alex Harimoto stated that the Hot Cocoa Crawl is scheduled for February 2, 2024 from 4 to 7 pm 
and a Career Expo is February 22, 2024. Harimoto also stated that the Student non-voting member 
was in attendance and introduced Sofia Mina who is a Sr. at Rogers City High School.  Sofia Mina 
addressed Council regarding her community interest and history of volunteerism.    
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Adair, that the minutes 
of the Regular Council Meeting of January 3, 2024 be approved as written. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 
CHECK AND INVOICE APPROVAL: 
It was moved by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Nowak, that the following 
total fund expenditures be recognized as payments made and payments to be made, in the amount 
of $390,011.28 and the Mayor is authorized to sign the check register. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  None. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
City Mgr. Hefele stated he will be out of the office for several weeks but will be available by phone 
and email, the USDA application is moving along and the ice rink will start being flooded tomorrow.   
 

COMMISSIONS AND LIAISONS: None. 

 

MAYOR: 
Mayor McLennan stated that Erika Comerford had to step down from Parks and Recreation, but 
would like to re-appoint Renee Szymanski to Parks and Recreation and he is looking for an 
additional LOCC committee member. 
 
 
 
 
 



January 16, 2024 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-5 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to approve 
the Mayor’s re-appointment of Renee Szymanski to the Parks and Recreation Commission with 
the term to expire September 2026.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

SNOWMOBILE TRAIL 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the proposed route. Consensus of Council was to contact the soil 
conservation district and MDOT before contacting the residents on the route.  
 
BRADLEY HWY SPEED LIMIT 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the information he has found and will be contacting MML. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
COBRA ADMINISTRATIVE AGREEMENT 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-6 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to authorize 
City Mgr. Hefele to sign the COBRA Administrative agreement.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
PENINSULA FIBER NETWORK (PFN) LEASE 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the current parameters.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-7 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, to 
authorize City Mgr. Hefele to negotiate with Peninsula Fiber Network with the authorization to 
accept less than $2,000.    
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
POVERTY EXEMPTION 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-8 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to approve 
the 2024 Poverty Exemption Policy and Guidelines as presented.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
2023-24 2ND QTR FINANCE REPORT/BUDGET MINUTES 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-9 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Adair, to approve 
the FY2023-2024 2nd quarter finance report and budget amendments as presented.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
SCHEDULE WORKSHOP 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-10 
Consensus of Council was to hold a Workshop on, Friday, January 19, 2024 at 9:30 am with a 
Special meeting at 10 am regarding marina travel lift/building and the First Street warranty issues.   
 
 
 



January 16, 2024 
 
AIRPORT ROAD/PARK DRIVE ACQUISITION 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the information in the meeting packet.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-11 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Adair, to accept the 
fee ownership of Airport Road and Park Drive as outlined in the meeting packet. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
ZONING AMENDMENT 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-12 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to send the 
request to the Planning Commission to make a recommendation on the amendment and schedule 
a public hearing for review.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS:   
Discussion was had on possible grooming of cross-country skiing trails.   
 

CLOSED SESSION:   
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-13 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to enter into 
Closed Session to discuss collective bargaining.  
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: All, the motion carried and the meeting adjourned to Closed Session at 7:00 
p.m. Upon reconvening in public session at 7:10 pm, the following action was taken. 
 
RESOLUTION NO 2024-14 
A motion was made by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to approve 
the AFSCME Letter of Understanding regarding the employment of Jeff Janowiec. 
ROLL CALL:   Ayes – Adair, Bielas, Nowak and McLennan. 

Nays: - Fuhrman, the motion carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
With nothing further to come before Council, Mayor McLennan declared the meeting adjourned at  
7:12 p.m. 
 
______________________________     _______________________________________ 
SCOTT MCLENNAN, MAYOR       TERRI L. KOSS, CITY CLERK/TREASURER 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP OF THE ROGERS CITY CITY COUNCIL 

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2024 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members Timeen Adair, Kenneth Bielas, Larry Fuhrman, Gary Nowak and 

Mayor Scott McLennan. 

Other City Personnel Present:   City Atty. Mike Vogler, Harbor Master Wayne Saile, Police Chief 

Jamie Meyer (out 9:45 am), Officer Matt Bisson (in 9:45 am), City Planner Toby Kuznicki, City 

Mgr. Joe Hefele (via Zoom), Water Supt. Chuck Kieliszewski (in 9:37 am) and City Clerk/Treasurer 

Terri Koss. 

Mayor McLennan opened the workshop at 9:30 am 

 

The purpose of the workshop was to review possible Marina improvements and First Street 

warranty. 

 

Harbor Master Saile reviewed the options for boat storage.  Mayor McLennan reviewed the status 

of fishing and treaty negotiation.   

Consensus of Council was to move forward with a quote for consulting regarding the Marina 

improvements.  

 

City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the history of the First Street project and the main breaks that have 

occurred.   

 

Eric Cronk and Justin Wing were in attendance via zoom.  City Atty. Vogler inquired about the 

piece of pipe that was damaged.  Vogler also explained the call back warranty and if there is a 

manufacturing defect or installation defect it is the responsibility of the contractor, and stated that 

we need to get paid for the work Curtis Excavating did to repair the break, if they don’t pay it we 

will be forced to make a claim.  Consensus of Council was to move forward with the pipe testing. 

 

The workshop concluded at 10:33 am. 

 

 

___________________________________         _________________________________ 

Mayor Scott McLennan           City Clerk/Treasurer Terri Koss 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROGERS CITY CITY COUNCIL 
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2024 

 
Mayor McLennan called the meeting to order at 6 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL:  PRESENT –   Council Members Timeen Adair, Kenneth Bielas, Larry Fuhrman, Gary 
Nowak and Mayor Scott McLennan.  

OTHER CITY PERSONNEL PRESENT – City Atty. Michael Vogler, City Mgr. Joseph Hefele and 
City Clerk/Treasurer Terri Koss. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to approve the 
agenda with the addition of poverty exemption policy revisions.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITIZENS APPEARING BEFORE THE COUNCIL: None. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Adair, that the minutes 
of the Regular Council Meeting of January 16, 2024 and the Workshop and Special meeting of 
January 19, 2024 be approved as written. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 
CHECK AND INVOICE APPROVAL: 
It was moved by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, that the following 
total fund expenditures be recognized as payments made and payments to be made, in the amount 
of $305,929.74 and the Mayor is authorized to sign the check register. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  None. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  
Discussion was had regarding putting Council meetings on some type of media for viewing. 
 

COMMISSION AND LIAISONS: None. 
 

MAYOR: 
Mayor McLennan reported on the success of the Cocoa Crawl. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

BRADLEY HWY SPEED LIMIT 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the steps that have been taken to reduce the Bradley Hwy speed limit.  
Consensus of Council was to continue moving forward with the legislation change. 
 
M68-US23 FOUR WAY STOP 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed information regarding a 4-way stop trial at the US-23/M-68 intersection.  
Consensus of Council is to not move forward with a 4-way stop study at this time.   
 
 



February 6, 2024 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-15 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, to not 
move forward with the 4 way stop at the US-23/M-68 intersection study at this time. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
MARINA LIFT AND BUILDING 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the research that has been done and the upcoming deadlines.   
Discussion was had on the pros and cons of the proposed changes.   
 
PENINSULA FIBER NETWORK (PFN) LEASE 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed his negotiation on the lease amount with PFN. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-16 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to approve 
the lease agreement with PFN and have Mayor McLennan and Clerk Koss sign the updated lease                  
agreement. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried 
 

POVERTY EXEMPTION 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the need for the change in the recently approved policy.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-17 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, to 
approve the amended 2024 Poverty Exemption & Guidelines as presented. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
PUBLIC HEARING – APPLICATION FOR USDA-RD FOR PLOW TRUCKS 
Mayor McLennan opened the public hearing at 6:45 pm. There were no public comments.  The 
public hearing was closed at 6:47 pm. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-18 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROGERS CITY APPLICATION FOR RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY FACILITIES GRANT/LOAN PURCHASE OF TWO PLOW TRUCKS 
The following resolution was offered by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, at a 
regular, scheduled meeting of the City Council of the City of Rogers City conducted February 6, 2024: 
WHEREAS, the City of Rogers City must employ a dependable fleet of plow trucks to keep its roads free of 
snow and allow emergency personnel to access those in need; and 
WHEREAS, the City is currently attempting to nurse along an aging fleet of plow trucks aged 11, 16, 20, 24, 
and 27 years old; and  
WHEREAS, that fleet is both highly undependable and extremely expensive to keep operable; and 
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of each new plow truck is $250,000, and at least two of the City’s existing 
trucks should be replaced, at an estimated total cost of $500,000; and 
WHEREAS, the City does not have the cash flow to purchase two new trucks outright and is unable to finance 
them through the terms offered by traditional lenders; and 
WHEREAS, through its Community Facilities Program, USDA Rural Development offers grants, as well as 
loans featuring below-market interest rates and longer financing terms; and 
WHEREAS, the City has budgeted a down payment of $100,000 for two new trucks and can afford to finance 
the balance if offered these lower interest rates and longer repayment schedules; 



February 6, 2024 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Rogers City apply to USDA Rural Development’s 
Community Facilities Program for a grant/loan totaling $400,000 to replace the two oldest plow trucks in its 
fleet. 

ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

SIGNER ON FEDERAL PLOW TRUCK DOCUMENTS 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-19 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to approve 
City Mgr. Hefele as signer on USDA Federal plow truck documents, retroactive to January 1, 2024. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
CONVERSION OF FIRE HALL SPACE TO CONFERENCE ROOM STORAGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-20 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to amend 
the budget as out lined in the manager’s report to complete the conversion of a portion of the old 
fire hall to a conference space.    
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
PAVILION BATHROOM BIDS 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-21 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to reject the 
bid that was received for the Pavilion Bathroom project as it was too high. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
SCHEDULE CDBG CLOSEOUT PUBLIC HEARING 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-22 
A motion was made by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, to schedule 
the public hearing for the close out of CDGB First Street funding for Tuesday, February 20, 2024 
at 9 am during the next regular scheduled Council Meeting. 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-23 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to 
recognize RCPD Officer Joseph Kerr for his recent life saving actions.  City Mgr. Hefele to write a 
letter of commendation with Mayor McLennan to sign.     
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CLOSED SESSION:   
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-24 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, to enter 
into Closed Session for collective bargaining strategy and written legal opinion. 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: All, the motion carried and the meeting adjourned to Closed Session at 6:58   
p.m. Upon reconvening in public session at 7:13 pm the following action was taken. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-25 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Adair, to approve 
the AFSCME Letter of Understanding regarding the hiring of Kaleb Budnick. 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes – Adair, Bielas, Nowak and McLennan. 

 Nayes – Fuhrman, the motion carried. 



February 6, 2024 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-26 
A motion was made by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Nowak, authorizing 
City Atty. Vogler to contact the other party’s attorney, stating the City would settle the dispute by 
approving the previous representation.  City employees will do the prep work and Netta’s will plant 
the shrubs with the cost not to exceed $3,000. 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
With nothing further to come before Council, Mayor McLennan declared the meeting adjourned at  
7:18 p.m. 
 
______________________________     _______________________________________ 
SCOTT MCLENNAN, MAYOR       TERRI L. KOSS, CITY CLERK/TREASURER 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROGERS CITY CITY COUNCIL 
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY  20, 2024 

 
Mayor McLennan called the meeting to order at 9 am.  Council Member Bielas led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL:  PRESENT –   Council Members Timeen Adair, Kenneth Bielas, Larry Fuhrman, Gary 
Nowak and Mayor Scott McLennan.  

OTHER CITY PERSONNEL PRESENT – Police Chief Jamie Meyer, Officer Joseph Kerr, City Mgr. 
Joseph Hefele and City Clerk/Treasurer Terri Koss. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to approve the 
agenda with the addition of election compensation and removal of the closed session. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITIZENS APPEARING BEFORE THE COUNCIL:  
Rachel Goodstein addressed Council regarding Lakeside Park and the Marina. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Nowak, that the minutes 
of the Regular Council Meeting of February 6, 2024 be approved as written. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
Mayor McLennan addressed Officer Kerr’s recent life saving actions and presented him with a letter 
of commendation. 
 

CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 
City Clerk/Treasurer reported on the nine-day early voting for the Presidential Primary. 
 
CHECK AND INVOICE APPROVAL: 
It was moved by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, that the following 
total fund expenditures be recognized as payments made and payments to be made, in the amount 
of $244,508.82 and the Mayor is authorized to sign the check register. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT: None. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
City Mgr. Hefele stated that proposals for new trucks are due by Friday. 
 

COMMISSION AND LIAISONS: None.  
 

MAYOR:  
Mayor McLennan would like to appoint Roger Wenzel to Parks and Recreation and Matthew 
Bredow to Local Officers Compensation Commssion. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-27 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, to 
approve the appointment of Roger Wenzel to the Parks and Recreation Commission with the term 
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to expire September 2026 and appoint Matthew Bredow to the Local Officers Compensation 
Commission with the term to expire September 2028. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
LINING OF WATER MAINS 
Bill Bolen Carl Forrester, Carlos Rocha and Graham Beeby with USG addressed Council regarding 
lining water mains, a short video presentation was played. No action was taken.   
 
CITY HALL SIDING  
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-28 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Adair, to amend 
the City Hall capital outlay expense budget by $25,000 for the installation of siding on City Hall.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
NAUTICAL FESTIVAL 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-29 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to approve 
the Nautical Festival requested with staff to work with them 

1. Permission to hold the Nautical City Festival from Tuesday, July 30th through Sunday, 
August 4th at Lakeside Park. 

2. Permission to close Lake Street from Ontario to Michigan and Michigan and Erie from First 
Street to Lake Street for the entirety of the Nautical Festival. 

3. City to obtain necessary permits for the Festival parades. Kiddie Parade Route:  
Westminster Church (3rd St.) to Huron to Marina.  Antique Car Show August 3 at 3:30 pm 
and Grand Parade 3rd St. (Gilpen Field) to Friedrich Street (Driftwood). 

4. “NO PARKING” signs on Third Street on Sunday, August 6th from Woodward to Huron 
Avenue.  Handicapped parking to be on east side of Third Street from Woodward to Ontario. 

5. Provide Police protection where required. 
6. Obtain Police and Fire Chief approval for the shooting of fireworks. 
7. Permission to leave beer truck at tent area. Truck will be locked at all times. 
8. Pavilion restrooms open for the public from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  The Festival Committee will 

have a contract for cleaning the pavilion bathrooms.    
9. Fireworks on Carmeuse property if the fireworks are cancelled, they will be held the 

Saturday following the Festival. 
10. Request the use of the Sports Park (the Hole) and the Little League Fields for the P.I.C. 

Men’s & Women’s Slow Pitch Softball Tournament on Saturday and Sunday, August 3rd  
and 4th. 

11. Request that any concessions/vendors that request permits to operate during the Festival 
week must also have a signed contract with the Nautical Festival Committee to operate.  

12. Permission to use Westminster Park Saturday, August 3rd for the car show. 
13. Permission to place up to an 80’ x 270’ tent on the Marina parking lot.  The tent company 

to put stakes in the asphalt and plug holes when stakes are removed.  
14. City Band to play at Lakeside Park band shell on Tuesday, July 30th from 7- 8:30 p.m. 
15. Permission to use the band shell when necessary during the Festival. 
16. Request Handicap Parking signs at North end of Court House Square on Huron for the Arts 

& Crafts Show Thursday, August 1st through Sunday, August 4th. 
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17. City to pick up bagged garbage and broken down boxes at curbside each day during the 
Arts & Crafts Show. 

18. City to waive the “No Animals in Lakeside Park” Ordinance for two hours prior and two hours 
after Pet Show. 

19.  School parking lot to be allowed for self-contained camper use by crafters participants only.  
(No softball players will be allowed).  Permit only. 

ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
HOUSING STANDARDS 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the Planning Commission’s recommendation to add 24-foot minimum 
width. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-1 
A motion was made by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to introduce 
the following for first reading: 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 3, SECTION 32-34 OF THE CITY OF ROGERS CITY ZONING 
ORDINANCE (ORDINANCE 2011-1, AS AMENDED) TO REMOVE EXISTING STANDARDS FOR 
MANUFACTURED HOMES NEWLY SITED ON INDIVIDUAL LOTS AND ADD NEW STANDARDS FOR ONE- 
OR TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS NEWLY SITED ON INDIVIDUAL LOTS  
THE CITY OF ROGERS CITY ORDAINS: 
Section 1. Article 3 (General Provisions), Section 32-34 (Manufactured Homes on Individual Lots), is renamed “One-
Family and Two-Family Dwellings on an Individual Lot” with the text amended as follows (all text in bold with 
strikethrough is eliminated, while all language in shaded bold italics is added). 

A manufactured home newly sited on an individual lot shall meet the standards for minimum lot size, yard set‐
backs, and minimum floor area for the district in which it is located and shall meet the following additional standards: 
A. Manufactured homes shall be attached to an approved foundation or basement and shall be anchored 

using a system that meets the Michigan Manufactured Housing Commission requirements. 
B.  The wheels, axles, and towing assembly shall be removed from a manufactured home before the unit is 

attached to the foundation. Additionally, no manufactured home shall have any exposed undercarriage or 
chassis. 

C.  Manufactured homes shall be installed according to the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) regulations entitled “Manufactured Home Installation Standards” and the 
construction of the unit shall comply with the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) regulations entitled "Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards”, being 
24 CFR part 3280, as amended. 

D. Manufactured homes shall not be attached to each other. Additions, new roofs, and accessory buildings may be 
attached to a manufactured home. 

E.  No manufactured home shall be located or placed in Rogers City without prior completion of site 
preparation to include electric, water, sewage disposal, and foundation to meet the current HUD rules and 
regulations and District Health Department regulations. 

F.  Manufactured homes shall not be used as accessory buildings. 
A newly sited One Family or Two Family dwelling on an individual lot shall meet the standards for 
minimum lot size, yard set-backs, and minimum floor area for the district in which it is located and 
shall meet the following additional standards, unless otherwise allowed by this ordinance: 
A. A One Family or Two Family dwelling shall incorporate exterior building wall, foundation and roof 

configurations that are similar to the dwelling units on adjacent properties or in the surrounding 
residential neighborhood. The minimum width across any front, side, or rear elevation shall be 24 
feet. The average width-to-depth or depth-to-width ratio of the dwelling, as measured along the 
outside of the perimeter walls, shall not exceed 2.5 to one. The roof over-hang shall be a minimum 
of six inches on at least two sides. Minimum width and maximum depth-to-width ratio do not apply 
to secondary dwelling units allowed by §32-280 

B. No One Family or Two Family dwelling shall be located or placed in Rogers City without prior 
completion of site preparation including but not limited to electric, water, sanitary sewer, and 
foundation. 
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C. A One Family or Two Family dwelling shall have exterior materials similar to and aesthetically 
compatible with the dwelling units on adjacent properties or in the surrounding residential 
neighborhood. Such materials shall include siding, windows, porches, shingles and other roofing 
materials. 

D. Manufactured homes shall be installed according to the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) regulations entitled “Manufactured Home Installation Standards” the 
Michigan Manufactured Housing Commission regulations and current State of Michigan Building 
code, except that all such dwellings shall be attached to a crawl space, basement or approved 
slab-on-grade foundation, and shall have the same perimeter dimensions as the dwelling. 

E. Manufactured home construction shall comply with the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) regulations entitled "Manufactured Home Construction and Safety 
Standards”, being 24 CFR part 3280, as amended. 

 
F. Manufactured homes shall have wheels, axles, and towing assembly removed before the unit is 

attached to the foundation. Additionally, no manufactured home shall have any exposed 
undercarriage or chassis. Any skirting shall be similar in appearance to brick or masonry block. 

G. Manufactured homes shall not be used as accessory buildings. 
H. Manufactured homes shall not be attached to each other. Additions, new roofs, and accessory 

buildings may be attached to a manufactured home. 
I. Determinations. This Section is not intended to prohibit innovative architectural design, or site features. The 

compatibility of design and appearance shall be determined by the City Planner. Any determination of 
compatibility shall be based upon these standards, with a comparison to the character, design, and appearance 
of the surrounding residential neighborhood, but excluding manufactured homes located in a manufactured 
housing community. 

Section 2. If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this Ordinance shall for any reason be finally adjudged by 
any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder 
of this Ordinance but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph or part thereof directly 
involved in the controversy in which such judgment is rendered.  
Section 3. The City of Rogers City Zoning Ordinance, except as herein or heretofore amended, shall remain in full 
force and effect. The amendments provided herein shall not abrogate or affect any offense or act committed or 
done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any pending fee, assessments, litigation, or prosecution of any right 
established, occurring prior to the effective date hereof. 
Section 4. A summary of the provisions of this ordinance shall be published within fifteen (15) days of adoption. 
Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect upon the expiration of seven days after the publication of a summary 
of its provisions.  

ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-2 
CITY WATER UTILITY FIRST READING 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to 
introduce the following for first reading: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 18, ARTICLE 2 OF THE ROGERS CITY CODE 
OF ORDINANCES TO UPDATE, CLARIFY, REPLACE, AND CORRECT PORTIONS OF 
THE TEXT TO ALLIGN THEM WITH EXISTING STATUTES, REGULATIONS, 
STANDARDS, AND PRACTICES 

THE CITY OF ROGERS CITY ORDAINS: 

I. Chapter 18 (Utilities), Article 2 (City water Utility), is hereby amended to read as follows, with language 

in shaded bold italics to be added, and language in bold, with strike-through, eliminated: 

ARTICLE II. - CITY WATER UTILITY 

Sec. 18-26. - Definitions. 
Sec. 18-27. - Service connection, permit fees. 
Sec. 18-28. - Turning on and off water service at the curb stop. 
Sec. 18-29. - Water meters. 
Sec. 18-29. - Meter location. 
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Sec. 18-30. - Access to meters. 
Sec. 18-31. - Reimbursement for damage to meters. 
Sec. 18-33. - Meter failures. 
Sec. 18-34. - Inaccurate meters. 
Sec. 18-35. - Accuracy required. 
Sec. 18-36. - Bill adjustment. 
Sec. 18-32. - Fire hydrant use. 
Sec. 18-33. - Water emergency orders. 
Sec. 18-34- Additional regulations. 
Sec. 18-35. - Injury to facilities. 
Sec. 18-36. - Cross connections. 
Sec. 18-37 – Groundwater protection; declaration of necessity 
Sec. 18-38 – Groundwater protection; Methods of reducing potential contamination 
Sec. 18-39 – Private water wells 
Secs. 18-40 —18-60. - Reserved. 
Sec. 18-26. - Definitions. 
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation of this article:  
City Right of Way means the area on, below, or above the entire boundary of a public roadway, 
alley, or easement of the City,  
City Water Distribution System means all mains, connections, pipes, meters, hydrants and 
appurtenances connected with or served by the city water system. 
Connection Fees means the required fees established for the cost of water service connections. 
Department means the water department of the City. 
Frontage or Area Fees means a fee charged (for construction after July 1, 2002) by the City to recover 
the costs of extending a Water Main to a property where City water had been previously unavailable 
the mains and providing the service. 
Meter Installation fee means the required fee established for the cost of installing water meters 
on the premises served. 
Ready To Serve Fee means the customer’s financial contribution toward pre-existing and 
ongoing system wide costs. 
Superintendent means the superintendent of the water department or his authorized representative. 
Tap-In Fee means the fee established by the City to offset City costs to tap the Water Main and provide 
a Water Service Connection, paid as a lump sum when the Water Service Connection is Installed. 
Water Main means that part of the city water distribution system located within the City right of way 
easement lines or streets designed to supply more than (1) water service connection. 
Water Meter Fee means the required fee established to offset the cost of the water meter. 
Water Service Connection means the appurtenances and piping material inside the City right of way 
from the water main to and including the curb stop or, in commercial applications, up to at or near 
the property line. 
Water Service Line means that part of the water service the appurtenances and piping material 
outside the City right of way from the curb stop at or near the property line to the water meter setting. 

Sec. 18-27. - Service connection, permit fees. 

a) Application for water connections shall be made to the City on forms prescribed and furnished by 

the Department. The Department may refuse to authorize a larger service line than reasonably 

required by the premises served. Water Service Connections and water meters shall be installed by 
the City, or an approved, licensed and insured contractor, in accordance with rules and regulations 

of the City and upon payment of the required Frontage or Area Fee, Tap-In Fee and Water 
Meter Fee connection fees, the water meter fee and meter installation fee. All meters and 

Water Service Connections shall be the property of the City. Tap-In Connection Fees shall not be 

less than the cost of materials, installation and overhead attributable to such installations. and the 
cost of providing service. The Council shall, from time to time, fix an amount for 

connection fees based on the costs of providing the service. 
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b) All fees and charges The Water Connection Fee and monthly user charges shall be as 
prescribed by resolution of the City Council and adjusted accordingly to reflect the cost of providing 

the service and shall be as follows: (See Comprehensive City Fee Schedule) 
1) Ready to Serve Fee shall be based upon factors including:  Size of water service line, 

distribution and treatment capacity, capital costs of distribution and treatment, 
storage, buildings, overhead and administration. Ready to Serve Fee shall mean: An 
initial fee levied on all new connections to the system and/or a onetime fee levied 
on a user when there is a change in size of water service line or an increase in volume 
usage which changes the otherwise applicable Ready to Serve charge. (See Fee 
Schedule) 

2) Tap-In Fee:  A minimum charge for the installation of a Water Service Connection by 
the City, requested by the property owner, covering the costs to  to (See Fee Schedule) 
based upon the costs to cut and remove street pavements and related street features, excavate 
trenches, tap services into water mains, install water service connections, backfill and compact 

trenches, and repair the street pavement, curb and gutter, sidewalks, and landscaping. The 
property owner shall be responsible for costs to install the Water Service Connection 
in excess of the minimum charge established by the City. For services that exceed 

the minimum charge, the property owner will be billed for additional costs. Payments 
for installation of services must be received prior to beginning work and will be based 

on actual costs upon completion of work. Work shall be inspected and approved by 
the City. The property owner is responsible for all installation costs associated with 
installation of, and repairs to, the Water Service Line, from the property line to the 
building and the installation shall be with the work to be inspected and approved by 
the City. Note: For water services installed by Special Assessment or by Private 
Developers, the Tap-In Fee may be reduced or waived, but the full cost of the water 
service connection, including repair of roadway base and pavement, (all to City of 
Rogers City specifications), shall be paid by the property owner. 

3) Frontage or Area Fees: (for construction after July 1, 2002) A charge may be charged 

in order to recover the costs of extending the Water Main, if requested by a property 
owner and if necessary to provide water service to the property. if necessary and 
providing the service. Frontage and Area Fees may be levied before connection to 

the system for properties that have never had water service previously; or where a 
water main is presently installed to service the premises. Frontage or Area Fees will 

be computed based upon actual costs of providing the services, including the 
extension of mains and leads to the property line. Note: Properties in which Special 
Assessments have been levied or private developers have paid for utility 
construction, Frontage or Area Fees may be waived. 

4) The Connection Fees shall be waived for utilization of a service that served a former 

structure on the property, providing the existing water service size is adequate. 
5) Water Meter Fee: A charge to offset the cost of installing a new water meter, including 

the cost of the meter itself. will be the cost for a water meter applicable to the water 

service size. 
6) The above Connection Fees shall not be considered retroactive. In cases where 

connection fees, special assessments or agreements have been previously reached 
and/or paid for, those agreements shall be honored. 

7) Monthly User Charges (See Fee Schedule) 

(a) Commodity Charge (per 100 cubic feet used) 
(b)   Billing Charge (Administrative cost) 
(c)   Capital Charge (Debt retirement and Capital improvements) 

Sec. 18-28. - Turning on and off water service at the curb stop. 
a) No person, other than an authorized employee of the Department, shall turn on or off any water service at 

the curb stop. 
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b) No person shall remove the cover from any curb stop or place any dirt, stone, or other obstruction 
in it, or tamper with it in any way so as to obstruct the use thereof. No person shall impede the 

Department’s ability to operate the curb stop by placing items, including but not limited to vehicles, 
on top of it. In addition to the penalties described in Sec. 1-8 and any other legal remedies that may 

be available, the City may take steps to remove the obstruction necessary to access and operate the 
curb stop and pass along all costs associated with doing so to the customer. 

Sec. 18-29. - Water meters. 
All premises using water shall be metered. No person except a Department employee shall break or injure the 
seal or install, change the location of, alter, or interfere in any way with, any water meter. The Superintendent, 
with the approval of the City Manager, may authorize service on flat rate charges where it is not practical to 
install a meter.  
Sec. 18-30. - Meter location. 
Meters shall be set in an accessible location and in a manner satisfactory to the Superintendent. Where the 
premises contain no basement or cellar or other satisfactory inside location, a remote recording device shall be 
installed outside in a location which shall be approved by the superintendent. Where a remote recording device 
is necessary such device shall be furnished and installed at the expense of the owner as directed by the 
department.  
Sec. 18-30. - Access to meters. 
The Department shall have the right to shut off the supply of water to any premises where the Department is not 
able to obtain access to the meter. Any qualified employee of the Department shall, at all reasonable hours, have 
the right to enter the premises where such meters are installed for the purpose of reading, testing, removing or 
inspecting same and no person shall hinder, obstruct, or interfere with such employee in the lawful discharge of 
his duties in relation to the care and maintenance of such water meter.  
Sec. 18-31. - Reimbursement for damage to meters. 
Any damage which a meter may sustain resulting from carelessness of the owner, agent, or tenant or from neglect 
of the owner, agent, or tenant either of them to properly secure and protect the meter, as well as any damage 
which may be wrought by frost, hot water or steam backing from a boiler, shall be paid by the owner of the 
property to the City on presentation of a bill which shall be based on time and materials, and shall be collected as 
specified in Article IV of this chapter for the collection of service charges.  
Sec. 18-33. - Meter failures. 
If any meter shall fail to register properly, the Department shall estimate the consumption on the basis of 
former consumption and bill accordingly.  
Sec. 18-34. - Inaccurate meters. 
A consumer may require that the meter be tested. If the meter is found accurate, a charge will be made as 
prescribed by resolution of the council. If the meter is found defective, it shall be repaired or an accurate meter 
installed and no charge shall be made.  
Sec. 18-35. - Accuracy required. 
A meter shall be considered accurate if, when tested, it registers not to exceed five (5) percent more or five (5) 
percent less than the actual quantity of water passing through it. If a meter registers in excess of five (5) percent 
more than the actual quantity of water passing through it, it shall be considered "fast" to that extent. If a meter 
registers in excess of five (5) percent less than the actual quantity of water passing through it, it shall be 
considered "slow" to that extent.  
Sec. 18-36. - Bill adjustment. 
If a meter has been tested at the request of a consumer and shall have been determined to register "fast" the 
City shall credit the consumer with a sum equal to the percent "fast" multiplied by the amount of all bills 
incurred by the consumer, within the three (3) months prior to the test, and if a meter so tested is determined 
to register "slow," the department may collect from the consumer a sum equal to the percent "slow" multiplied 
by the amount of all the bills incurred by the consumer for the prior three (3) months. When the department 
on its own initiative makes a test of a water meter, it shall be done without cost to the consumer, other than 
his paying the amount due the City for water used by him as above provided, if the meter is found to be "slow."  
Sec. 18-32. - Fire hydrant use. 
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No person shall open or use any fire hydrant connected with the City water distribution system unless duly 
authorized by the Superintendent City to do so. nor in any case for other than a public purpose.  
Sec. 18-33. - Water emergency orders. 
The City Manager may regulate, limit, or prohibit the use of water for any purpose. Such regulations shall restrict 
less essential water uses to the extent deemed necessary to assure an adequate supply for essential domestic and 
commercial needs and for firefighting. No such regulation, limitation, or prohibition shall be effective until twenty-
four (24) hours after the publication thereof in a newspaper of general circulation in the City. Any person violating 
any such rule or regulation shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished as prescribed in section 1-8.  
Sec. 18-34. - Additional regulations. 
The City Manager may make and issue additional rules and regulations concerning the water distribution system,  
and connections thereto, including water meter repair and replacement,  meter installations and maintenance, 
connection and meter installation fees, hydrants and water mains and the appurtenances thereto, not 
inconsistent herewith. Such rules and regulations shall be effective upon approval by the City Council. The rules 
and regulations now in effect shall continue until changed in accordance with this section.  
Sec. 18-35. - Injury to facilities. 
No person, except an employee of the City in the performance of his duties, shall willfully or carelessly break, 
damage, destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenances or equipment which is a part of 
the City water distribution system. 
Sec. 18-36. - Cross connections. 
a) The City adopts by reference the water supply cross connections rules and regulations included in Part 14 of 

the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act Administrative Rules (SDWA) of the state department of health being 
R325.431 to R325.440 of the Michigan Administrative Code.  

b) It shall be the duty of the Department to cause inspections to be made of all properties served by the public 
water supply where cross connections with the public water supply are deemed possible. The frequency of 
inspections and re-inspections based on potential health hazards involved shall be as established by the 
Department.  

c) The representative of the Department shall have the right to enter at any reasonable time any property 
served by a connection to the public water supply of the City for the purpose of inspecting the piping system 
or systems thereof for cross connections. On request the owner, lessees or occupants of any property so 
served shall furnish to the inspection agency any pertinent information regarding the piping system or 
systems on such property. The refusal of such information or refusal of access, when requested, shall be 
deemed evidence of the presence of cross connections.  

d) The Department is hereby authorized and directed to discontinue water service after reasonable notice to 
any property wherein any connection in violation of this Section exists, and to take such other precautionary 
measures deemed necessary to eliminate any danger of contamination of the public water supply system. 
Water service to such property shall not be restored until the cross connection has been eliminated in 
compliance with the provisions of this Section.  

e) The potable water supply made available on the properties served by the public water supply shall be 
protected from possible contamination as specified by this Section and by the State Plumbing Code. Any 
water outlet which could be supplied by a non-potable source the potable system must be labeled in a 
conspicuous manner as:  

WATER UNSAFE FOR DRINKING 
f) This Section does not supersede Michigan Drinking Water Act 399 or the State Plumbing Code but is 

supplementary thereto. 
Sec. 18-37 - Groundwater Protection - Declaration of necessity. 
The City desires It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety, and general 
welfare, and to minimize public and private losses due to contamination of the public water supply, and 
to maximize groundwater protection/pollution abatement control procedures, and minimize land use 
restrictions that  in order to: 
a) Protect human life and health; 
b) Minimize expenditure of public money for costly pollution remediation projects; 
c) Minimize regulations on land use; 

https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/AdminCode/DownloadAdminCodeFile?FileName=R%20325.10101%20to%20R%20325.12820.pdf
https://ars.apps.lara.state.mi.us/AdminCode/DownloadAdminCodeFile?FileName=R%20325.10101%20to%20R%20325.12820.pdf
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d) Minimize business interruptions; 
e) Insure that the public is provided with a safe potable water supply now and for future generations; 
f) Protect the natural resources of the State. 
Sec. 18-38 - Groundwater Protection - Methods of reducing potential contamination. 
In order to accomplish its purpose the goals stated in Sec. 18-42, the City this ordinance shall 
employ the following methods: 

a) Establish a groundwater protection area, which means that area within the defined "Capture Zones" 
of the municipal wells. 

b) Inventory and plot on a map all potential sources of contamination within the designated 
groundwater protection area. 

c) Frequent monitoring of existing and future activities within the groundwater protection area that 
have been identified as potential sources of contamination. 

d) Develop contingency plans for alternative drinking water supplies to help mitigate contamination of 

the current public water supply. 
e) Site new wells properly to maximize yield and minimize potential contamination. 

f) Educate the public on groundwater, where it comes from, how it becomes contaminated, and the 
ways to protect it. 

g) Provide technical assistance to private well owners in the abandonment of wells. 

h) Promote the USDA Conservation Reserve Program to farmland owners within the defined "capture 
zones". 

i) Submit a copy of this program to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy Environmental Quality, Drinking Water and Radiological Division for consent and 

approval. 
Sec. 18-39. Private Water Wells 

1) Definitions.  The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation of this Section: 

a) “Construction site dewatering” means temporary removal of ground water from an excavating 
site. 

b) “Owner” means the person holding the legal or equitable title to real property or a lesser estate 

therein, a mortgagee or vendee in possession, an assignee of rents, receiver, executor, trustee, 
lessee or any other person, firm or corporation directly or indirectly in control of a building, 

structure or real property or his duly authorized agent. 
c) “Person” means any individual, partnership, corporation, limited liability company, association, 

organization or other legal entity. 

d) “City” means the City of Rogers City. 
e) “City water service” means the water supplied by the City of Rogers City. 

f) “Water well” means a hole drilled or bored into the earth for the purpose of removing water 
through mechanical or non-mechanical means. 

2) Private Water Well Prohibited.  Except as provided in Subsection (3), no person shall install, 

construct, develop, maintain or use a water well within the City. No person shall use a water 
well described in Subsection 3b to serve a building or property not served by that well 
on January 1, 2024. 

3) Permitted Water Wells.  The following water wells are permitted within the City under the terms and 

conditions specified: 
a) A water well used solely for the purpose of construction site dewatering or for conducting 

response activities, including sampling or treatment of the groundwater. 

b) A water well lawfully in existence at the time of the enactment of this Section ordinance, 
provided, however, the size of such water well shall not be expanded. 

c) A water well for new development when a water main is not located within 200 feet of the 
property, provided that the water from the water well is tested annually and approved for human 

consumption by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, or the County health 

department. 
d) A water well authorized in advance by the City Council subject to the following: 
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1) Connection to the City system is not possible or practical, as determined by City Council; 
2) The drilling and operation of the well will not impact public health and safety or the reliable 

and safe operation of the City water system, as determined by City Council; 
3) The property on which the well is proposed is not less than three acres in size; 

4) The well may not be used to supply potable water; 
5) The well may not be connected to the City water system; 

6) The well cannot produce, nor feature a pump with a capacity of, greater than 10 

gallons per minute; 
7) The City reserves the right to inspect the well upon request; 

8) The drilling and operation of the well at all times complies with State and County health 
department rules and regulations; 

9) In the event that use of the well is discontinued, it must be capped within 30 days in 

accordance with applicable State and County health department rules and regulations. 
4) Connection to City Water Service Required.  Except for existing water wells permitted under 

Subsection (3)(b) above, the owner of any house, building, or property used for human occupancy, 
employment, recreation, or other purposes situated within the City and abutting on any street, alley 

or right-of-way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a water main within 

200 feet of the property is hereby required at his or her expense to install suitable plumbing facilities 
therein, in accordance with the plumbing codes then in effect and enforced within the City and to 

connect such facilities directly with the City water service in accordance with the requirements of the 
City of Rogers City Code of Ordinances.  For water wells permitted under Subsection (3)(c) 

above, the owner shall connect to the City water service within ninety days after 
receiving a notice to connect from the City. 

5) Violations.  Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall be responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction as defined in Public Act 12 of 1994, amending Public Act 236 of 1961, being 
Sections 600.101-600-9939 of Michigan Compiled Laws, and shall be subject to a fine of not 

more than Five Hundred and 00/100 ($500.00) Dollars.  Each day this Section is violated shall be 
considered a separate violation. 

6) Enforcement Officials.  The City Police are authorized to issue municipal civil infraction citations 

directing alleged violators of this Section to appear in court. 
7) Nuisance Per Se.  A violation of this Section is hereby declared to be a nuisance per se and is declared 

to be offensive to the public health, safety and welfare. 
8) Civil Remedies.  In addition to enforcing this Section through the use of a municipal civil infraction 

proceeding, the City may initiate proceedings in the Circuit Courts to abate or eliminate the nuisance 
per se or any other violation of this Section. 

9) Severability.  If any provision of this Section or the application thereof to any person or circumstance 

is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any remaining portion or application of this Section 
which can be given effect without the invalid portion or application. 

Secs. 18-40—18-60. - Reserved. 
II. This ordinance shall be published within 15 days after its adoption.  
III. This ordinance shall become effective upon publication. 

ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-3 
WATER AND SEWER RATES – FIRST READING 
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-3 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, for first 
reading: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 18 (UTILITIES) OF THE ROGERS CITY CODE 
OF ORDINANCES BY DELETING ARTICLE 3 (CITY WASTEWATER TREATEMENT 
UTILITY), DIVISION 17 (RATES AND CHARGES FOR CITY SERVICES) IN ITS ENTIRETY 
AND AMENDING THE TEXT IN ARTICLE 4 (WATER AND SEWER RATES). 
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THE CITY OF ROGERS CITY ORDAINS: 

IV. Chapter 18 (Utilities), Article 3 (City Wastewater Treatment Utility), Division 17 (Rates and Charges for 

City Services) is deleted in its entirety from the Rogers City Code of Ordinances. 

V. The text in Chapter 18 (Utilities), Article 4 (Water and Sewer Rates) is amended to read as follows: 

Rogers City, Michigan, Code of Ordinances >> PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES >> Chapter 18- 
UTILITIES >> ARTICLE IV- WATER AND SEWER RATES>>  

Sec. 18-356. - Definitions 
Sec. 18-357. – Establishment and computation of monthly charges 
Sec. 18-358. - Annual audit. 
Sec. 18-359. - No free service. 
Sec. 18-360. - Annual notification. 
Sec. 18-361. - Billing. 
Sec. 18-362 – Failed meters 
Sec. 18-363 – Inaccurate meters 
Sec. 18-364. - Termination of service for nonpayment. 
Sec. 18-365. - Collection of delinquent accounts. 
Secs. 18-366.—18-375. - Reserved. 
Sec. 18-356. - Definitions. 
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation of this article:  
Base Rate Charge (Sewer) means the flat portion of the monthly sewer bill to metered customers based 
upon the size of the Water Service Connection to the customer, due whether water is on or off if a Building 
Sewer Connection is available to the property. 
Base Rate Charge (Water) means the flat portion of the monthly water bill to metered customers based 
upon the size of the Water Service Connection to the customer, due whether water is on or off if a Water 
Service Connection is available to the property. 

Building sewer connection means the sewer line which connects the sewer main to the building sewer at the 
clean-out at or near the property line and clean-out.  
Commodity Charge (Sewer) means the variable portion of the monthly sewer bill based upon use of the 
sewer system by the customer as determined by the water meter. 
Commodity Charge (Water) means the variable portion of the monthly water bill based upon the metered 
consumption of water by the customer. 
Flat Rate Sewer Charge means a monthly fee billed to a non-metered property which is connected to the 
City sewer system but not to the City water system; fee is based on estimated use and paid instead of a 
base rate charge or commodity charge; multi-use facility charges may still apply. 
Multi-Unit Charge means a per-unit fee included on the monthly sewer and water bills of those who own 
buildings including three or more units. 
Water Service Connection means the appurtenances and piping material inside the City right of way from 
the water main to and including the curb stop or, in commercial applications, up to at or near the property 
line. 

Sec. 18-357. – Establishment and computation of monthly charges 
Monthly charges for the connection to, and use of, the water and wastewater systems of the City are established 
annually by resolution of the City Council, to ensure sufficiency of revenues in meeting operation, maintenance 
and replacement costs, as well as debt retirement and capital costs. Such charges and rates shall be made against 
all premises with access to a Water Service Connection or Building Sewer Connection. Monthly charges for both 
water and sewer are based on size of water meter, metered consumption of water, and number of units within 
the building served. Unmetered buildings with access to sewer but not water are charged a flat rate based on a 
reasonably assumed rate of consumption determined by the City. The monthly charges applied by the City include 
the following: 

a) Base Rate Charge is a flat monthly water and sewer fee based on the diameter of Water Service 

Connection through which property is served, charged to all metered properties to which a Water 
Service Connection and/or Building Sewer Connection is available even if the water to the property 

is shut off. 
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b) Commodity Charge is a variable monthly water and sewer fee based on the metered amount of 
water consumed, also used to determine customer’s use of sanitary sewer system. 

c) Multi-Unit Charge is a flat monthly per-unit water and sewer fee billed to all multi-unit facilities of 
three or more. 

d) Flat Rate Sewer Charge is billed in lieu of the Sewer Base Rate Charge and Sewer Commodity Charge 
to non-metered properties with access to City sanitary sewer service but not City water service 

Sec. 18-358. - Annual audit. 
a) An annual audit shall be prepared and considered as part of an annual review of the monthly charges. The 

monthly charges shall be revised as necessary to meet system expenses.  
Sec. 18-359. - No free service. 
No free service shall be allowed for any user of the City's water or wastewater systems.  
Sec. 18-360. - Annual notification. 
All customers of the City's water and/or wastewater systems will receive annually, prior to any revision thereto, 
a public disclosure of monthly water and sewer charges. 
Sec. 18-361. - Billing. 
Charges for water and sewer service shall be billed and collected monthly. All water meters shall be read prior to 
last day of every month and bills rendered not later than the seventh of the month following the meter reading. 
Bill shall be immediately due and payable and may be paid without penalty up to and including the seventeenth 
day of the month when rendered. If such charges are not paid on or before the applicable due date, a penalty of 
five (5) percent shall be added thereto.  
Sec. 18-362. – Failed meters. 
If any meter shall fail to register properly, the Department shall estimate the consumption on the basis of former 
consumption and bill accordingly.  
Sec. 18-363. - Inaccurate meters. 
a) A consumer may require that the meter be tested. If the meter is found accurate, a charge will be made as 

prescribed by resolution of the council. If the meter is found defective, it shall be repaired or an accurate 
meter installed and no charge shall be made.  

b) A meter shall be considered accurate if, when tested, it registers not to exceed five (5) percent more or five 
(5) percent less than the actual quantity of water passing through it. If a meter registers in excess of five (5) 
percent more than the actual quantity of water passing through it, it shall be considered "fast" to that extent. 
If a meter registers in excess of five (5) percent less than the actual quantity of water passing through it, it 
shall be considered "slow" to that extent.  

c) If a meter tested at the request of a consumer is determined to register "fast," the City shall credit the 
consumer with a sum equal to the percent "fast" multiplied by the amount of all bills incurred by the 
consumer within the three (3) months prior to the test. 

d) If a meter tested at the request of a consumer is determined to register "slow," the City may collect from the 
consumer a sum equal to the percent "slow" multiplied by the amount of all the bills incurred by the 
consumer for the prior three (3) months. 

e) When the City, on its own initiative, makes a test of a water meter, it shall be done without cost to the 
consumer, other than his paying the amount due the City for water used by him as above provided, if the 
meter is found to be "slow."  

Sec. 18-364. - Termination of service for nonpayment. 
If payment is not received or satisfactory arrangements have not been made within sixty (60) days of the due date 
on the bill, a shutoff notice will be sent by first-class mail to inform the user that failure to respond will result in 
termination of water service. If payment is not received or satisfactory arrangements have not been made within 
seven (7) days after the shutoff notice is sent to the user, the water service shall be shut off. No water service that 
has been discontinued due to nonpayment shall be restored until all past due bills are paid or satisfactory 
arrangements for such payment are made. There shall be a water turn-off charge associated with non-payment 
which shall be established annually by resolution of the City Council. 
Sec. 18-365. – Collection of delinquent accounts 
a) The City is authorized to enforce the payment of charges for water or sewer service to any premises by 

discontinuing the water service to such premises, and an action of the assumpsit may be instituted by the 
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city against the customer. The charges for water and sewer service shall be a lien against the premises. The 
City Treasurer shall, annually on June 1, take necessary actions to have all amounts delinquent by more than 
60 days on the next tax roll of the City. Such charges to be assessed shall be collected in the same manner as 
general City taxes. 

b) In cases where the city is properly notified that a tenant is responsible for water or sewer charges, no such 
service shall be commenced or continued to such premises until there has been deposited with the City a 
sum established by City Council. Such deposits may be applied against any delinquent water or sewer charges 
and the application thereof shall not affect the right of the City to turn off the water service to any premises 
for any remaining delinquency. Such deposit, or any remaining deposit balance, shall be returned to the 
customer when the customer discontinues receiving water and/or sewer service with the City. 

Secs. 18-366—18-375. – Reserved. 
VI. This ordinance shall be published within 15 days after its adoption.  
VII. This ordinance shall become effective upon publication. 

ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
HOUSING OCCUPANCY LIMITS 
Consensus was to add first reading to the next agenda. 
 
FIRST STREET PROJECT CLOSEOUT – PUBLIC HEARING 
Mayor McLennan opened the public hearing at 10:03 am. No written comments were received.  
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the project. Rachel Goodstein addressed Council regarding the project.       
The public hearing was closed at 10:10 am. 
 
SALE OF CITY PROPERTY 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the idea of selling public works park near the waste water treatment plant 
ballot language would need to be developed.  Council Member Nowak inquired about putting the 
Marquette property on the next agenda.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-30 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Adair, to authorize 
City staff to develop a ballot question in regard to the sale of Public Works Park near the Waste 
Water Treatment Plant. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – Adair, Bielas, Fuhrman and McLennan. 
  Nays – Nowak, the motion carried. 
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT – USE OF LAND BANK FUNDS 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the program; DDA voted to allow City Mgr. to get repair estimates.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-31 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to have City 
Mgr. Hefele draft a letter of support for the use of Land Bank funds and authorize Mayor McLennan 
to sign said letter. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
AMENDMENT OF DWAM GRANT AGREEMENT 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the grant requirements and explained that we had to find a qualified use 
for the remaining funds or give it back.   
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-32 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Adair, to authorize 
City Mgr. Hefele to sign DWAM grant amendment request. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
ENGAGEMENT LETTER – CLARK HILL 
City Mgr. Hefele stated that Clark Hill is a firm that specializes in water pipe issues. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-33 
A motion was made by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to authorize 
City Mgr. Hefele to sign the Clark Hill Engagement letter. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
MURAL ON CITY WELLHOUSE 
Additional information is needed. 
 
MARINA EQUIPMENT PURCHASE 
City Mgr. Hefele stated that pricing is higher than we thought.  Discussion was had regarding the 
pros and cons of the grant application.  No action was taken. 
 
ELECTION COMPENSATION 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-34 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to pay the 
City Clerk/Treasurer premium pay of $1,500 for the 2024 Presidential Primary election.  
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: None. 
 

CLOSED SESSION: None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
With nothing further to come before Council, Mayor McLennan declared the meeting adjourned at  
10:54 am. 
 
______________________________     _______________________________________ 
SCOTT MCLENNAN, MAYOR       TERRI L. KOSS, CITY CLERK/TREASURER 
 
 
 
 
 











































































MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROGERS CITY CITY COUNCIL 
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2024 

 
Mayor McLennan called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.  The robotics team led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL:  PRESENT –   Council Members Timeen Adair, Kenneth Bielas, Larry Fuhrman, Gary 
Nowak and Mayor Scott McLennan.  

CITY PERSONNEL PRESENT – City Atty. Michael Vogler, Officer Bruce Collins, City Mgr. Joseph 
Hefele and City Clerk/Treasurer Terri Koss. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Bielas, to approve the 
agenda tabling the city waste utility ordinance and add to new business: recognition of the Rogers 
City Robotics Team.   
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITIZENS APPEARING BEFORE THE COUNCIL:  
Wayne Vermilia addressed Council regarding the success of the harbor and needed infrastructure. 
Mayor McLennan read the Rogers City High School Robotics team proclamation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Adair, that the minutes 
of the Regular Council Meeting of March 5, 2024 be approved as written. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 
CHECK AND INVOICE APPROVAL: 
It was moved by Council Member Adair, seconded by Council Member Fuhrman, that the following 
total fund expenditures be recognized as payments made and payments to be made, in the amount 
of $279,537.50 and the Mayor is authorized to sign the check register. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:   
City Atty. Vogler stated that if meetings are recorded, the recordings would have to be kept until 
the minutes are approved.   
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
City Mgr. Hefele reported that the Urban lawsuit has been dismissed. 
 

COMMISSION AND LIAISONS: None. 

 

MAYOR: 
Mayor McLennan stated that the Main Street Director Alex Harimoto has resigned. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

ORDINANCE 2024-04 CITY WASTEWATER UTILITY 2ND READING AND ADOPTION 
Tabled. 
 

ORDINANCE 2024-TBD OCCUPANCY LIMITS FIRST READING 
City Mgr. Hefele reviewed the language.  Discussion was had regarding the pros and cons of the 
wording.   
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RESOLUTION 2024-38 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak seconded by Council Member Fuhrman to move 
the occupancy topic to an upcoming workshop agenda.   
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
PLOW TRUCK PROPOSALS 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-39 
A motion was made by Council Member Fuhrman, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to 
authorize City Mgr. Hefele to move forward with the plow truck bids from Zaremba Equipment and 
Truck and Trailer Specialties. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 
INVEST AVENUE OF FLAGS FUNDS 
Mayor McLennan reviewed the history of the Avenue of Flags and recommended moving the funds 
to the Community Foundation.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-40 
A motion was made by Council Member Nowak, seconded by Council Member Adair, to transfer 
the remaining Avenue of Flags funds to the Community Foundation of Northeast Michigan.    
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

REPLACEMENT OF CITY HALL DOORS 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-41 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to amend 
the budget for City Hall siding replacement by $5,000 to install two new doors in City Hall.    
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

USE OF FORMER FIRE HALL BY POST OFFICE 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-42 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to approve 
the Post Office use of the fire hall with an end date of Labor Day pending insurance coverage and 
other details to be worked out by City Mgr. Hefele. 
ROLL CALL: Ayes – All, the motion carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: None. 

 

CLOSED SESSION:   
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-43 
A motion was made by Council Member Bielas, seconded by Council Member Nowak, to enter into 
Closed Session to discuss collective bargaining strategy.  
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: All, the motion carried and the meeting adjourned to Closed Session at 6:50 
pm. Upon reconvening in public session at 7:26 pm no action was taken.    
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
With nothing further to come before Council, Mayor McLennan declared the meeting adjourned at  
7:27 p.m. 
 

______________________________     _______________________________________ 
SCOTT MCLENNAN, MAYOR       TERRI L. KOSS, CITY CLERK/TREASURER 


