
TREE SPECIES HEIGHT (FT) WIDTH (FT) GROWTH LIFE FLOWERING FRUIT HARDINESS NOTES

ASH, BLUE (HYBRID) 50-75 35-70 SLOW-MOD 150 NO SAMARAS 4-7 SOMEWHAT RESISTANT TO EMERALD ASH BORER

ASH, MANCHURIAN (HYBRID) 40-50 20-30 MOD-FAST 40-50 NO SAMARAS 3-6 SOMEWHAT RESISTANT TO EMERALD ASH BORER

ASPEN, QUAKING 40-50 20-30 FAST 60 NO CATKINS 1-7 CATKINS DISINTEGRATE; SEEDS BLOW AWAY

BIRCH, WHITE 50-70 25-50 FAST 140 NO CATKINS 2-6 CATKINS DISINTEGRATE; SEEDS BLOW AWAY

CHERRY, KWANZAN 25-30 25-30 MODERATE 15-25 YES NONE 5-9 FRUITLESS FLOWERING CHERRY

CHERRY, SARGENT 30-40 25-40 MOD-FAST 25-50 YES BERRIES 4-8 BERRIES SMALL; TIDIER THAN MOST SPECIES

CHERRY, UKON 20-30 15-25 MOD-FAST 15-20 YES NONE 5-8 FRUITLESS FLOWERING CHERRY

CHERRY, SNOW FOUNTAINS WEEPING 8-15 6-12 SLOW 20-30 YES BERRIES 5-8 BERRIES VERY SPORADIC

CORK TREE, AMUR 30-50 30-60 MOD-FAST 100+ NO NONE* 3-8 *MALES ARE "SEEDLESS;" FEMALES ARE NOT

ELM, ACCOLADE (HYBRID) 50-70 25-50 FAST 90+ NO SAMARAS 4-9

ELM, CATHEDRAL (HYBRID) 40-80 40-60 FAST 90+ NO SAMARAS 4-7

ELM, FRONTIER (HYBRID) 30-40 15-30 MODERATE 90+ NO SAMARAS 4-9 SAMARAS ON THIS SPECIES ARE VERY INFREQUENT

ELM, NEW HORIZON (HYBRID) 30-60 15-40 FAST 90+ NO SAMARAS 3-9

ELM, PATRIOT (HYBRID) 40-60 30-40 FAST 90+ NO SAMARAS 5-9

ELM, SAPPORO AUTUMN GOLD (HYBRID) 40-50 25-40 MOD-FAST 90+ YES SAMARAS 5-9

ELM, TRIUMPH (HYBRID) 50-60 35-45 FAST 90+ NO SAMARAS 4-7

GINKGO 50-80 30-40 SLOW-MOD 1,000+ NO *NO 3-9 *MALES ARE "SEEDLESS";FEMALES DROP FOUL-SMELLING SEEDS

HACKBERRY, COMMON 30-70 30-50 FAST 150+ NO BERRIES 3-9 FRUIT IS EDIBLE FOR HUMANS

HONEYLOCUST (THORNLESS/FRUITLESS) 30-70 30-50 FAST 60-70 NO NO 3-9  BE SURE TO PURCHASE THORNLESS/FRUITLESS

HORNBEAM, AMERICAN 20-40 20-30 SLOW 100-150 NO NUTLETS 3-9 TREE ALSO PRODUCES CATKINS AS ITS FLOWERS

HORNBEAM, EUROPEAN 40-60 30-40 SLOW-MOD 50-150 NO NUTLETS 4-8 TREE ALSO PRODUCES CATKINS AS ITS FLOWERS

KENUCKY COFFEE TREE 60-75 40-50 SLOW-MOD 100-150 *YES PODS 3-8 ONLY FEMALES PRODUCE FLOWERS

LINDEN, AMERICAN (BASSWOOD) 60-80 30-50 FAST 100 YES NUTLETS 2-8 FLOWERS BECOME SMALL NUTLETS THAT REMAIN ON TREE

LINDEN, LITTLELEAF 50-70 35-50 MODERATE 70-120 YES NUTLETS 3-7 NUTLETS NOT CONSIDERED TO BE A LITTER PROBLEM

LINDEN, SILVER 50-70 30-50 MODERATE 70-100 YES NUTLETS 4-7 SMALL WINGED NUTLETS DISBURSED BY WIND

LONDON PLANE 70-100 60-75 FAST 50-100 NO BALLS 5-9 SPIKEY BALLS STAY ON THROUGH WINTER

MOUNTAIN ASH, AMERICAN 10-30 15-25 MODERATE 40-80 YES BERRIES 2-5 NOT REALLY AN ASH TREE; NOT CONSIDERED MESSY

OAK, BUR 70-90 60-80 SLOW-MOD 200-300 NO ACORNS 3-8 ACORNS AT 35 YEARS

OAK, CHINKAPIN 40-60 40-70 SLOW-MOD 150-250 NO ACORNS 3-9 FLOWERS ARE CATKINS; ACORNS AT 20-30 YEARS

OAK, NORTHERN RED 60-75 45-75 MOD-FAST 200-300 NO ACORNS 3-8 FLOWERS ARE CATKINS; ACORNS AT 25 YEARS; SUBSTANTIAL AT 50

OAK, PIN 60-70 25-40 FAST 150-200 NO ACORNS 4-8 ACORNS AT 20 YEARS

OAK, SWAMP WHITE 50-70 50-70 SLOW-MOD 300+ NO ACORNS 3-8 ACORNS AT 20 YEARS; 3-5 YEARS BETWEEN CROPS

REDBUD, EASTERN 20-30 25-35 FAST 50-70 YES PODS 4-9 FLOWERS ARE EDIBLE TO HUMANS

SERVICEBERRY, ALLEGHENY 15-25 15-25 MODERATE 30-40 YES BERRIES 4-8

SERVICEBERRY, AUTUMN BRILLIANCE 15-25 15-25 MOD-FAST 40-60 YES BERRIES 4-9

SERVICEBERRY, DOWNY 15-25 15-25 MODERATE 30-40 YES BERRIES 4-9

TULIPTREE 100-200 30-50 FAST 200+ YES NO 4-9 NEED PLENTY OF WATER; TAKES 12-20 YEARS TO FLOWER

ROGERS CITY STREET TREE GUIDE - THE FOLLOWING TREES MAY BE PLANTED IN RIGHT-OF-WAY WITH A PERMIT



BLUE ASH 
 
Blue ash trees offer pros like beautiful wood, food for wildlife, and tolerance for dry, rocky, alkaline soils, 
but their cons, especially susceptibility to the emerald ash borer (EAB), mean they are not recommended 
for new plantings in affected areas. While historically valuable for furniture and lumber, their significant 
vulnerability to EAB has largely rendered them unsuitable for planting due to the extensive mortality 
caused by the invasive insect. 

        

Pros 

• Wildlife: 

Provides food for birds and mammals.  

• Wood: 

The wood is strong and used for flooring, furniture, tool handles, and lumber.  

• Soil Tolerance: 

Tolerates dry, rocky, and alkaline soils better than some other ash species.  

• Historical Significance: 

The inner bark was used by early settlers to create a blue dye, giving the tree its name.  

• Ecosystem Services: 
Contributes to environmental benefits like air purification and rainfall interception. 
  

Cons 

• Emerald Ash Borer (EAB): 

This is a major problem, as the invasive EAB beetle can be lethal to ash trees, including blue ash.  

• Not Recommended for Planting: 

Due to the severe threat of EAB, planting new blue ash trees is not advised in affected regions.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifNYLY4MLGgkQG-WqDEodkV9ueqw8w%3A1757795727724&q=emerald+ash+borer+%28EAB%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjoj7Gvy9aPAxVylokEHTfrAy8QxccNegQIAhAC&mstk=AUtExfCes2EoW3LaJIDzstvrNOlnoZkqb3oMZqErwKXf07dvCJKiXVoBJu71iT4nmTPIOTLu8dKnC07F7h1zjsWtXgJvHWz4zlMmtoXkB0YcMcm2Z8DedhaK9fm1PBr7tckKZWu5SbxZJIHTYgZLrrIY4y07CiHj7Pms8N4hvD-RPH7DaKL7u8vLPDHYmCtxY8_f6DIfJATCrDTkfyMZ-NSIJ4Pib6dn3RT1cHA94lDqCxgUbYxRRnGgQKl3u4ngYxa50HHZYf3A-o4iVnK1wBYlLPAJiXBhJeg9D7UzqnSTZi_Q5f7gYIdjWetDlPbYWO6j3w&csui=3


• Brittle Branches: 

The branches can be susceptible to damage from high winds, snow, and ice.  

• Slower to Establish: 

Blue ash trees can be more difficult to propagate and establish than other ash species.  

• Wood Durability: 
The heartwood of blue ash has low durability for outdoor use and will perish within about five years of 
ground contact.  
 



MANCHURIAN ASH 
 
Manchurian ash trees offer benefits like high cold-hardiness, tolerance to wet or dry soils, attractive 
yellow fall color, and a dense, oval shape that provides good shade. However, cons include vulnerability 
to a range of pests, including the emerald ash borer (though less so than native ashes), the fungal 
disease anthracnose, and potentially weak, water-seeking roots that can damage infrastructure. 

 

Pros: 

• Exceptional Cold Hardiness: 

Can survive very low temperatures, down to -40°C to -45°C, making it suitable for cold climates.  

• Soil Tolerance: 

Adapts to a variety of soil conditions, including extremely wet or dry soils, and tolerates sub-par 
conditions well.  

• Attractive Appearance: 

Features attractive long, serrated green leaves and displays a vibrant, intense yellow fall color before 
the leaves drop in unison.  

• Good for Urban Environments: 

The species is tolerant of air pollutants and develops an oval form, making it a good choice for city living, 
parks, and farmsteads.  

• Resistant to Ash Borers (Relatively): 

While not immune, it is less susceptible to the emerald ash borer (EAB) compared to North American 
ash species, offering some protection against the pest.  

• Strong Branches: 
Its stout branches are strong enough to resist breaking from heavy snow and ice storms.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOqxUtmtM-8dI4iEh6gCj7SJvL7ag%3A1757794839970&q=emerald+ash+borer&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2hIGIyNaPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQIBRAB&mstk=AUtExfDlx5NyQdM8upLe2oU07ZBl0F8-YUjIqHhINtifcJVTNRtneXjIpHJ3967T3mtK9LDHUWbg33t6zU8-R1qy0w7VzWf6inHqdMlErvOfsKqXkmkJlsI7D4DjM3gooxGKg-HU5BxQQsctPXn9uEtFVnjzFjXum28ZmCkvJWNDqNltNirS5oV2UVsMaYk4a8A-GmeHmR1SHSQdG62jHL9U_gKY3EiFDgGIl8hAzzvz--ODoOKFQh868xwKAOM3RP3eCHJc5Z1SPoMDPvalPMxQCBn_EnyIbNmPzx9WE48qndYA0Jk1V8PXkKhe_hAW2E1PjQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOqxUtmtM-8dI4iEh6gCj7SJvL7ag%3A1757794839970&q=+anthracnose&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2hIGIyNaPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQIBRAC&mstk=AUtExfDlx5NyQdM8upLe2oU07ZBl0F8-YUjIqHhINtifcJVTNRtneXjIpHJ3967T3mtK9LDHUWbg33t6zU8-R1qy0w7VzWf6inHqdMlErvOfsKqXkmkJlsI7D4DjM3gooxGKg-HU5BxQQsctPXn9uEtFVnjzFjXum28ZmCkvJWNDqNltNirS5oV2UVsMaYk4a8A-GmeHmR1SHSQdG62jHL9U_gKY3EiFDgGIl8hAzzvz--ODoOKFQh868xwKAOM3RP3eCHJc5Z1SPoMDPvalPMxQCBn_EnyIbNmPzx9WE48qndYA0Jk1V8PXkKhe_hAW2E1PjQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOqxUtmtM-8dI4iEh6gCj7SJvL7ag%3A1757794839970&q=weak%2C+water-seeking+roots&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2hIGIyNaPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQIBRAD&mstk=AUtExfDlx5NyQdM8upLe2oU07ZBl0F8-YUjIqHhINtifcJVTNRtneXjIpHJ3967T3mtK9LDHUWbg33t6zU8-R1qy0w7VzWf6inHqdMlErvOfsKqXkmkJlsI7D4DjM3gooxGKg-HU5BxQQsctPXn9uEtFVnjzFjXum28ZmCkvJWNDqNltNirS5oV2UVsMaYk4a8A-GmeHmR1SHSQdG62jHL9U_gKY3EiFDgGIl8hAzzvz--ODoOKFQh868xwKAOM3RP3eCHJc5Z1SPoMDPvalPMxQCBn_EnyIbNmPzx9WE48qndYA0Jk1V8PXkKhe_hAW2E1PjQ&csui=3


Cons: 

• Pest and Disease Susceptibility: 

Despite EAB resistance, it can still be affected by EAB in large infestations and is vulnerable to other 
pests like oyster shell scale, fall webworms, and ash sawflies. It is also susceptible to fungal diseases 
such as anthracnose, powdery mildew, and cankers.  

• Potential Root Problems: 

Ash trees, including the Manchurian ash, can have shallow, fibrous, and spreading roots that are known 
to become invasive, potentially causing damage to foundations, sidewalks, and other underground 
infrastructure.  

• Not Completely EAB Resistant: 

Although less susceptible than native ashes, it is not entirely resistant and can still be killed by EAB, 
especially in high-population areas.  

• Can Be Difficult to Grow from Seed: 
Finding a regular supply of seeds can be difficult, and the trees may not be readily available for purchase, 
according to one source.  
 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOqxUtmtM-8dI4iEh6gCj7SJvL7ag%3A1757794839970&q=oyster+shell+scale&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2hIGIyNaPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQINxAB&mstk=AUtExfDlx5NyQdM8upLe2oU07ZBl0F8-YUjIqHhINtifcJVTNRtneXjIpHJ3967T3mtK9LDHUWbg33t6zU8-R1qy0w7VzWf6inHqdMlErvOfsKqXkmkJlsI7D4DjM3gooxGKg-HU5BxQQsctPXn9uEtFVnjzFjXum28ZmCkvJWNDqNltNirS5oV2UVsMaYk4a8A-GmeHmR1SHSQdG62jHL9U_gKY3EiFDgGIl8hAzzvz--ODoOKFQh868xwKAOM3RP3eCHJc5Z1SPoMDPvalPMxQCBn_EnyIbNmPzx9WE48qndYA0Jk1V8PXkKhe_hAW2E1PjQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOqxUtmtM-8dI4iEh6gCj7SJvL7ag%3A1757794839970&q=fall+webworms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2hIGIyNaPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQINxAC&mstk=AUtExfDlx5NyQdM8upLe2oU07ZBl0F8-YUjIqHhINtifcJVTNRtneXjIpHJ3967T3mtK9LDHUWbg33t6zU8-R1qy0w7VzWf6inHqdMlErvOfsKqXkmkJlsI7D4DjM3gooxGKg-HU5BxQQsctPXn9uEtFVnjzFjXum28ZmCkvJWNDqNltNirS5oV2UVsMaYk4a8A-GmeHmR1SHSQdG62jHL9U_gKY3EiFDgGIl8hAzzvz--ODoOKFQh868xwKAOM3RP3eCHJc5Z1SPoMDPvalPMxQCBn_EnyIbNmPzx9WE48qndYA0Jk1V8PXkKhe_hAW2E1PjQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOqxUtmtM-8dI4iEh6gCj7SJvL7ag%3A1757794839970&q=ash+sawflies&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2hIGIyNaPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQINxAD&mstk=AUtExfDlx5NyQdM8upLe2oU07ZBl0F8-YUjIqHhINtifcJVTNRtneXjIpHJ3967T3mtK9LDHUWbg33t6zU8-R1qy0w7VzWf6inHqdMlErvOfsKqXkmkJlsI7D4DjM3gooxGKg-HU5BxQQsctPXn9uEtFVnjzFjXum28ZmCkvJWNDqNltNirS5oV2UVsMaYk4a8A-GmeHmR1SHSQdG62jHL9U_gKY3EiFDgGIl8hAzzvz--ODoOKFQh868xwKAOM3RP3eCHJc5Z1SPoMDPvalPMxQCBn_EnyIbNmPzx9WE48qndYA0Jk1V8PXkKhe_hAW2E1PjQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOqxUtmtM-8dI4iEh6gCj7SJvL7ag%3A1757794839970&q=powdery+mildew&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2hIGIyNaPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQIOBAB&mstk=AUtExfDlx5NyQdM8upLe2oU07ZBl0F8-YUjIqHhINtifcJVTNRtneXjIpHJ3967T3mtK9LDHUWbg33t6zU8-R1qy0w7VzWf6inHqdMlErvOfsKqXkmkJlsI7D4DjM3gooxGKg-HU5BxQQsctPXn9uEtFVnjzFjXum28ZmCkvJWNDqNltNirS5oV2UVsMaYk4a8A-GmeHmR1SHSQdG62jHL9U_gKY3EiFDgGIl8hAzzvz--ODoOKFQh868xwKAOM3RP3eCHJc5Z1SPoMDPvalPMxQCBn_EnyIbNmPzx9WE48qndYA0Jk1V8PXkKhe_hAW2E1PjQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fe20a2f1dbc090c9&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifOqxUtmtM-8dI4iEh6gCj7SJvL7ag%3A1757794839970&q=shallow%2C+fibrous%2C+and+spreading+roots&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2hIGIyNaPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQIQRAB&mstk=AUtExfDlx5NyQdM8upLe2oU07ZBl0F8-YUjIqHhINtifcJVTNRtneXjIpHJ3967T3mtK9LDHUWbg33t6zU8-R1qy0w7VzWf6inHqdMlErvOfsKqXkmkJlsI7D4DjM3gooxGKg-HU5BxQQsctPXn9uEtFVnjzFjXum28ZmCkvJWNDqNltNirS5oV2UVsMaYk4a8A-GmeHmR1SHSQdG62jHL9U_gKY3EiFDgGIl8hAzzvz--ODoOKFQh868xwKAOM3RP3eCHJc5Z1SPoMDPvalPMxQCBn_EnyIbNmPzx9WE48qndYA0Jk1V8PXkKhe_hAW2E1PjQ&csui=3


QUAKING ASPEN 
 
Quaking aspen trees have both advantages and disadvantages when it comes to landscaping. They are 
known for their fast growth, white bark, and beautiful yellow fall color, but they also have a tendency to 
spread aggressively through suckers and are susceptible to various diseases and pests.  
 

             
Pros: 

• Fast Growth: 

Quaking aspens are known for their rapid growth rate, allowing them to quickly establish a presence in 
a landscape.  

• Aesthetic Appeal: 

They offer attractive white bark and vibrant yellow fall foliage, making them a visually appealing 
addition to a yard.  

• Good Screening: 

Their relatively fast growth and spreading nature can provide good visual screening and noise 
abatement, especially when planted in clusters.  

• Native Species: 
Quaking aspens are native to North America, making them a good choice for those seeking to support 
local ecosystems.  

Cons: 
• Aggressive Suckering: 

Quaking aspens spread through root suckers, which can lead to unwanted expansion and make them 
difficult to manage in certain settings, according to The Spruce.  

 

 

• Short Lifespan: 

https://www.thespruce.com/quaking-aspen-tree-plant-care-and-growing-guide-5199487


In some locations, especially at lower elevations, quaking aspens can have a relatively short lifespan 
and may be susceptible to diseases and pests.  

• Weak Wood: 

The wood of quaking aspens is relatively weak, making them prone to breakage, especially in areas with 
strong winds.  

• Susceptibility to Pests and Diseases: 

They are vulnerable to a variety of insects and diseases, which can be a significant concern for their 
health and longevity.  

• Soil and Climate Sensitivity: 

Quaking aspens prefer moist, well-drained soil and tolerate full sun, but they can be sensitive to soil 
conditions and may not thrive in all locations.  

• Potential for Invasive Growth: 
While not technically invasive, their aggressive suckering can make them difficult to control in certain 
landscapes, especially near infrastructure or desirable plants.  

 

Alternatives to Consider: 
• Autumn Gold Ginkgo: Offers a similar fluttering leaf effect and attractive fall color. 

• Princeton Sentry Ginkgo: Features an airy canopy and fall color. 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&sxsrf=AE3TifMxJk83FKlzyk4teT46OeCle74wfA%3A1756144743086&q=Autumn+Gold+Ginkgo&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjs0df8xKaPAxV6MtAFHUbZHo0QxccNegUIigEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfCjAjc_u2ItW3VxPSggNl-e-F1iH7TX1Bf_LGIjdFQ29uccaKJEJk-R-s6yntNQEBmPzR7VX07ZV7x2GqcYVPPb823i6PGlH6GiNiXRF90aaR-wuuvhXuYZBtmTn9Rl1gXzAL3UM6gd9OALVBHsEjzl9-gC1Bnv7ceokQhmmktw9n1jYvO5az_kA8UbEdLssP_jlMRM-bPBC_EKfmhCHG14FLZ0xD8AT7x79WUcL4l84gcAoznh56pS7E9GXHOsHxWCFLLzQ5Ib9Xy2YJUxQuxCyJQDajL3_LNX6A9CzxgRtG2hZBz1UDBUhtW3OtJBnnSEIFHdvv_d1iNgDXMMZZXjcWOHi0i4eyUimDwjxWuP9xcIIpYXGJUlYfSGMEzSgTFUZn23k6FjuFhTDkitQLwvwSnA2eKjKhJZgTZNervncZJvzoAsITISJIRZPuwpD8JWuVxXlCrvali_U3DS_fMfB7feFrgP8SFuaPf2vwzPHsed6D2LLxr83-afxezYr6DPVDKSxT4nbUwdeYpncdo-w-fZM7jKjK8kumEVFg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&sxsrf=AE3TifMxJk83FKlzyk4teT46OeCle74wfA%3A1756144743086&q=Princeton+Sentry+Ginkgo&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjs0df8xKaPAxV6MtAFHUbZHo0QxccNegUIiwEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfCjAjc_u2ItW3VxPSggNl-e-F1iH7TX1Bf_LGIjdFQ29uccaKJEJk-R-s6yntNQEBmPzR7VX07ZV7x2GqcYVPPb823i6PGlH6GiNiXRF90aaR-wuuvhXuYZBtmTn9Rl1gXzAL3UM6gd9OALVBHsEjzl9-gC1Bnv7ceokQhmmktw9n1jYvO5az_kA8UbEdLssP_jlMRM-bPBC_EKfmhCHG14FLZ0xD8AT7x79WUcL4l84gcAoznh56pS7E9GXHOsHxWCFLLzQ5Ib9Xy2YJUxQuxCyJQDajL3_LNX6A9CzxgRtG2hZBz1UDBUhtW3OtJBnnSEIFHdvv_d1iNgDXMMZZXjcWOHi0i4eyUimDwjxWuP9xcIIpYXGJUlYfSGMEzSgTFUZn23k6FjuFhTDkitQLwvwSnA2eKjKhJZgTZNervncZJvzoAsITISJIRZPuwpD8JWuVxXlCrvali_U3DS_fMfB7feFrgP8SFuaPf2vwzPHsed6D2LLxr83-afxezYr6DPVDKSxT4nbUwdeYpncdo-w-fZM7jKjK8kumEVFg&csui=3


WHITE BIRCH 
 
White birch trees are prized for their attractive, peeling white bark and vibrant yellow fall foliage, but they 
can be prone to diseases and pests, have a relatively short lifespan, and are susceptible to damage in 
windy conditions. 
 

          
Pros: 

• Aesthetic Appeal: 

White birch trees are known for their striking white bark, which peels off in papery strips, and their 
bright yellow fall foliage, adding ornamental value to landscapes.  

• Fast Growth: 

They are relatively fast-growing trees, providing quick shade and maturing relatively quickly.  

• Wildlife Value: 

White birch trees offer food and habitat for various wildlife, including birds and small mammals, 
through their buds, seeds, and shelter.  

• Adaptability: 
While they prefer cool climates, some varieties, like the Whitespire birch, are more adaptable to 
warmer conditions and more resistant to certain pests.  

Cons: 
• Short Lifespan: 

Compared to other ornamental trees, birch trees generally have a shorter lifespan, with many dying 
before reaching maturity.  

• Disease and Pest Susceptibility: 

Birch trees are often susceptible to various diseases and pests, such as bronze birch borer, birch leaf 
miner, and leaf spot, requiring careful monitoring and potentially preventative measures, according to 
A-Z Animals and SavATree.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNdCuHodgKXftaqUMPogMOjwPuKHA%3A1756149628749&q=bronze+birch+borer&ved=2ahUKEwje6ayW16aPAxVQ58kDHQlBOvcQxccNegUI2gIQAQ&mstk=AUtExfAzYTa5ZGHXJBa5z5_2wo-ZPHaZ5nTrAez90DOhryWrPfoO65lQVXhxAXmfLewbPTW8UL2-B3q1yzyIFHbiVj3lqTxJmmhadTZSqrn-08v5Hd-GOm9c8ZlMl-xbF6Ft8ajB1OLMmipNyDkD1H_tfWlifqtjbIRblUfAJJgIYgqwhPbHgSs7cdgAp1Rt754MMsu8_FlAfeg0WapLtxsyQOcQTLpjN8y3oiLzA5z23Qd10pENvQ20yp-EqPBTRkikSyXIQR4cGnkDnjg-iLmUSJyJQY04VFW_-7IHhjVBijO5MA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNdCuHodgKXftaqUMPogMOjwPuKHA%3A1756149628749&q=birch+leaf+miner&ved=2ahUKEwje6ayW16aPAxVQ58kDHQlBOvcQxccNegUI2gIQAg&mstk=AUtExfAzYTa5ZGHXJBa5z5_2wo-ZPHaZ5nTrAez90DOhryWrPfoO65lQVXhxAXmfLewbPTW8UL2-B3q1yzyIFHbiVj3lqTxJmmhadTZSqrn-08v5Hd-GOm9c8ZlMl-xbF6Ft8ajB1OLMmipNyDkD1H_tfWlifqtjbIRblUfAJJgIYgqwhPbHgSs7cdgAp1Rt754MMsu8_FlAfeg0WapLtxsyQOcQTLpjN8y3oiLzA5z23Qd10pENvQ20yp-EqPBTRkikSyXIQR4cGnkDnjg-iLmUSJyJQY04VFW_-7IHhjVBijO5MA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNdCuHodgKXftaqUMPogMOjwPuKHA%3A1756149628749&q=birch+leaf+miner&ved=2ahUKEwje6ayW16aPAxVQ58kDHQlBOvcQxccNegUI2gIQAg&mstk=AUtExfAzYTa5ZGHXJBa5z5_2wo-ZPHaZ5nTrAez90DOhryWrPfoO65lQVXhxAXmfLewbPTW8UL2-B3q1yzyIFHbiVj3lqTxJmmhadTZSqrn-08v5Hd-GOm9c8ZlMl-xbF6Ft8ajB1OLMmipNyDkD1H_tfWlifqtjbIRblUfAJJgIYgqwhPbHgSs7cdgAp1Rt754MMsu8_FlAfeg0WapLtxsyQOcQTLpjN8y3oiLzA5z23Qd10pENvQ20yp-EqPBTRkikSyXIQR4cGnkDnjg-iLmUSJyJQY04VFW_-7IHhjVBijO5MA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNdCuHodgKXftaqUMPogMOjwPuKHA%3A1756149628749&q=leaf+spot&ved=2ahUKEwje6ayW16aPAxVQ58kDHQlBOvcQxccNegUI2gIQAw&mstk=AUtExfAzYTa5ZGHXJBa5z5_2wo-ZPHaZ5nTrAez90DOhryWrPfoO65lQVXhxAXmfLewbPTW8UL2-B3q1yzyIFHbiVj3lqTxJmmhadTZSqrn-08v5Hd-GOm9c8ZlMl-xbF6Ft8ajB1OLMmipNyDkD1H_tfWlifqtjbIRblUfAJJgIYgqwhPbHgSs7cdgAp1Rt754MMsu8_FlAfeg0WapLtxsyQOcQTLpjN8y3oiLzA5z23Qd10pENvQ20yp-EqPBTRkikSyXIQR4cGnkDnjg-iLmUSJyJQY04VFW_-7IHhjVBijO5MA&csui=3
https://a-z-animals.com/blog/reasons-to-think-twice-before-planting-a-birch-tree/
https://a-z-animals.com/blog/reasons-to-think-twice-before-planting-a-birch-tree/
https://www.savatree.com/resource-center/tree-varieties/birch-tree/


• Sensitivity to Heat and Drought: 

Birch trees prefer cool, moist conditions, and they can be stressed by hot, dry weather, especially in 
urban environments.  

• Weak Branches: 

Birch branches can be brittle and prone to breaking, particularly in windy conditions or when laden with 
snow and ice.  

• Allergies: 
Birch pollen can be a significant allergen for some individuals.  
 



KWANZAN CHERRY 
 
Kwanzan cherry trees offer stunning deep pink, double-petaled flowers and beautiful fall color but have a 
short lifespan (15-35 years) and are prone to pests and diseases like borers and aphids, requiring specific 
planting conditions with loose, well-drained soil and consistent moisture. While they produce no edible 
fruit and require little maintenance, their short lifespan, susceptibility to pests, and need for specific soil 
conditions are significant drawbacks for many gardeners. 

         

Pros 

• Spectacular Blooms: Produces a profusion of showy, double-pink blossoms in spring.  

• Fruitless: It is a fruitless cultivar, meaning no fruit to clean up, which adds to its ornamental appeal.  

• Attractive Fall Color: The foliage turns vibrant yellow, orange, and copper colors in the fall, adding 
seasonal interest.  

• Low Maintenance: Generally requires little pruning and can adapt to various soils.  

• Upright Growth Habit: Features an upright, vase-shaped structure that is graceful and can be a striking 
focal point in landscapes.  

Cons 

• Short Lifespan: Has a relatively short lifespan of 15–35 years compared to other trees.  

• Pest and Disease Prone: Sensitive to pests such as aphids, borers, and spider mites, and susceptible to 
various diseases that can affect its health and aesthetics.  

• Specific Planting Needs: Requires loose, well-drained soil with plenty of moisture, and is not well-suited 
for urban or stressed environments like parking lots.  

• Bark Splitting: Prone to bark splitting at the base and on branches due to fast growth.  

• Toxicity: Contains a poisonous compound, cyanide, which is harmful to living beings.  
 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=55f092825d816dc2&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&sxsrf=AE3TifNmPhLiYARpeAbJ8CdgSGQrahOWEw%3A1757798082380&q=pests+and+diseases&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwitvaWS1NaPAxVH4skDHar0GCMQxccNegQIIhAB&mstk=AUtExfADxN2-AJDVUlM8asOZtnqUsjYaE2TTFEP1ZxZpy7TQRygJYHvASyCQw58oAyeaHQ05v8O-y7QEJyhxUgWA76P6GvHcwhcPUK5zjNLP9WKvov4iFOmdM7JRrGc6Stx-JNFzRmIPgMM8__1doFfL7ObgtI_ACroY3BUm1i0lAbJrHbblP9-1aTlw8eplztKozR8iDT4hGUfwv_OTEMkv0l0YX2TwOiR-03fvQmTaxpf_qMBomM5ItH-ivOy3RimG9I1MklOvhrDq1lMFtXNC9ebwVbBDmKNzRJQE_QvVicqU41Talq_XHOQGzEL6fdCzsFfMTuzeOBFcaOqhFuYr7dKjq4oJKD3EjAEe5dzPwtkK4TafD090uN84KwXGPZsfPvCg88hPVt9mLoPEIHRo4SYEPuu8EfSeAN_R5OlROJlBZE2PuM9C1ZaB0hqQTcbZvckRvWJAEI3fKp1pezFd5A&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=55f092825d816dc2&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&sxsrf=AE3TifNmPhLiYARpeAbJ8CdgSGQrahOWEw%3A1757798082380&q=borers&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwitvaWS1NaPAxVH4skDHar0GCMQxccNegQIIhAC&mstk=AUtExfADxN2-AJDVUlM8asOZtnqUsjYaE2TTFEP1ZxZpy7TQRygJYHvASyCQw58oAyeaHQ05v8O-y7QEJyhxUgWA76P6GvHcwhcPUK5zjNLP9WKvov4iFOmdM7JRrGc6Stx-JNFzRmIPgMM8__1doFfL7ObgtI_ACroY3BUm1i0lAbJrHbblP9-1aTlw8eplztKozR8iDT4hGUfwv_OTEMkv0l0YX2TwOiR-03fvQmTaxpf_qMBomM5ItH-ivOy3RimG9I1MklOvhrDq1lMFtXNC9ebwVbBDmKNzRJQE_QvVicqU41Talq_XHOQGzEL6fdCzsFfMTuzeOBFcaOqhFuYr7dKjq4oJKD3EjAEe5dzPwtkK4TafD090uN84KwXGPZsfPvCg88hPVt9mLoPEIHRo4SYEPuu8EfSeAN_R5OlROJlBZE2PuM9C1ZaB0hqQTcbZvckRvWJAEI3fKp1pezFd5A&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=55f092825d816dc2&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&sxsrf=AE3TifNmPhLiYARpeAbJ8CdgSGQrahOWEw%3A1757798082380&q=aphids&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwitvaWS1NaPAxVH4skDHar0GCMQxccNegQIIhAD&mstk=AUtExfADxN2-AJDVUlM8asOZtnqUsjYaE2TTFEP1ZxZpy7TQRygJYHvASyCQw58oAyeaHQ05v8O-y7QEJyhxUgWA76P6GvHcwhcPUK5zjNLP9WKvov4iFOmdM7JRrGc6Stx-JNFzRmIPgMM8__1doFfL7ObgtI_ACroY3BUm1i0lAbJrHbblP9-1aTlw8eplztKozR8iDT4hGUfwv_OTEMkv0l0YX2TwOiR-03fvQmTaxpf_qMBomM5ItH-ivOy3RimG9I1MklOvhrDq1lMFtXNC9ebwVbBDmKNzRJQE_QvVicqU41Talq_XHOQGzEL6fdCzsFfMTuzeOBFcaOqhFuYr7dKjq4oJKD3EjAEe5dzPwtkK4TafD090uN84KwXGPZsfPvCg88hPVt9mLoPEIHRo4SYEPuu8EfSeAN_R5OlROJlBZE2PuM9C1ZaB0hqQTcbZvckRvWJAEI3fKp1pezFd5A&csui=3


SARGENTS CHERRY 
 
Sargent's cherry ( Prunus sargentii ) is a hardy ornamental tree, offering beautiful spring blooms and fall 
color, plus good wildlife value, but its pros are countered by the general susceptibility of cherries to pests 
like borers and diseases such as leaf spot, as well as potential issues with heat scorch and insufficient 
winter chill for blooming. 
 

        
Pros 

• Hardy and Adaptable: 

This tree is one of the hardiest cherry varieties and can tolerate a wide range of climates and soil types, 
including clay, loam, and sand.  

• Attractive Blooms & Foliage: 

It produces vibrant pink blossoms in early spring and displays attractive fall colors, including reds, 
oranges, and maroons.  

• Good Wildlife Value: 

Sargent's cherry serves as a host plant for the Eastern Tiger Swallowtail butterfly, making it a good 
choice for yards with birds and other wildlife.  

• Relatively Low Maintenance: 

Once established, it is a low-maintenance tree with moderate drought tolerance and can be easily 
transplanted.  

• Resilient to Temperature Extremes: 

The tree can endure both cold temperatures and high heat, though proactive measures may be needed 
during these extremes.  

• Hardy Against Most Pests: 
It generally has better resistance to common insect and disease pests than many other cherry varieties.  

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMBOCXnKjo7QdSYA2Hw00Jd7Y3RfQ%3A1756150950252&q=Prunus+sargentii&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUxumL3KaPAxV4DHkGHR07NcoQxccNegQIAxAB&mstk=AUtExfBp1nr16F_Ox4ddJ-TYsxpej32_cUQWkX-f-HdWDq3g9Wc8mhW02-pXyqLaghGFvFJVeytwl2oCGPT2njEDuPQu22pM8XNY2rmgd5QljXubbA0fedGvnrPsZaDEeBvY4bEeIHj0cKs0436FLnDJ3K84U9sNZGOD1xgHlOlEYXWuDlCBeHCrGGiJC-a2wX1HL3oq9OK4PIaKvFjrfj55vMcekIIXIX4VS__ISqWxAJrt6sUUW3T_-2xIj5O8GeRTXyR-bG12JjI0XkjEQxmmp70vhTctSuUi0OXUC7W6HXwEBiOC2YTkj6hW21bJKaJcTRMrocHp9Fn8SEQO9gko8G5VSGAtd5ZuX-6JLTwh5oOrDcmN3ID-9j3xogNDxgAWvbCmFkVkzMS4VfPhpF5ILbKrAFTUHATiry2qqJ4FD3O0VN4xSHprWzxZm82Tp9-O&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMBOCXnKjo7QdSYA2Hw00Jd7Y3RfQ%3A1756150950252&q=leaf+spot&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUxumL3KaPAxV4DHkGHR07NcoQxccNegQIAxAD&mstk=AUtExfBp1nr16F_Ox4ddJ-TYsxpej32_cUQWkX-f-HdWDq3g9Wc8mhW02-pXyqLaghGFvFJVeytwl2oCGPT2njEDuPQu22pM8XNY2rmgd5QljXubbA0fedGvnrPsZaDEeBvY4bEeIHj0cKs0436FLnDJ3K84U9sNZGOD1xgHlOlEYXWuDlCBeHCrGGiJC-a2wX1HL3oq9OK4PIaKvFjrfj55vMcekIIXIX4VS__ISqWxAJrt6sUUW3T_-2xIj5O8GeRTXyR-bG12JjI0XkjEQxmmp70vhTctSuUi0OXUC7W6HXwEBiOC2YTkj6hW21bJKaJcTRMrocHp9Fn8SEQO9gko8G5VSGAtd5ZuX-6JLTwh5oOrDcmN3ID-9j3xogNDxgAWvbCmFkVkzMS4VfPhpF5ILbKrAFTUHATiry2qqJ4FD3O0VN4xSHprWzxZm82Tp9-O&csui=3


Cons 
• Susceptible to Pests and Diseases: 

Despite its relative resistance, it can still be affected by problems like borers, caterpillars, and fungal 
diseases such as leaf spot and powdery mildew.  

• Potential for Foliage Scorch: 

In hot summer conditions and full sun, the foliage can scorch.  

• Requires Cold Dormancy for Blooms: 

A proper period of cold dormancy is necessary for blooming, and if winter temperatures are too mild, 
there may be fewer or no flowers.  

 

• Fleeting Blooms: 

Like other flowering cherries, the bloom period is short, lasting only one to two weeks, depending on 
weather conditions.  

• Inedible Fruit: 
The small, pea-sized fruits are bitter and not suitable for eating fresh off the tree.  
 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMBOCXnKjo7QdSYA2Hw00Jd7Y3RfQ%3A1756150950252&q=Susceptible+to+Pests+and+Diseases&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUxumL3KaPAxV4DHkGHR07NcoQxccNegQISBAD&mstk=AUtExfBp1nr16F_Ox4ddJ-TYsxpej32_cUQWkX-f-HdWDq3g9Wc8mhW02-pXyqLaghGFvFJVeytwl2oCGPT2njEDuPQu22pM8XNY2rmgd5QljXubbA0fedGvnrPsZaDEeBvY4bEeIHj0cKs0436FLnDJ3K84U9sNZGOD1xgHlOlEYXWuDlCBeHCrGGiJC-a2wX1HL3oq9OK4PIaKvFjrfj55vMcekIIXIX4VS__ISqWxAJrt6sUUW3T_-2xIj5O8GeRTXyR-bG12JjI0XkjEQxmmp70vhTctSuUi0OXUC7W6HXwEBiOC2YTkj6hW21bJKaJcTRMrocHp9Fn8SEQO9gko8G5VSGAtd5ZuX-6JLTwh5oOrDcmN3ID-9j3xogNDxgAWvbCmFkVkzMS4VfPhpF5ILbKrAFTUHATiry2qqJ4FD3O0VN4xSHprWzxZm82Tp9-O&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMBOCXnKjo7QdSYA2Hw00Jd7Y3RfQ%3A1756150950252&q=Potential+for+Foliage+Scorch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUxumL3KaPAxV4DHkGHR07NcoQxccNegQISRAD&mstk=AUtExfBp1nr16F_Ox4ddJ-TYsxpej32_cUQWkX-f-HdWDq3g9Wc8mhW02-pXyqLaghGFvFJVeytwl2oCGPT2njEDuPQu22pM8XNY2rmgd5QljXubbA0fedGvnrPsZaDEeBvY4bEeIHj0cKs0436FLnDJ3K84U9sNZGOD1xgHlOlEYXWuDlCBeHCrGGiJC-a2wX1HL3oq9OK4PIaKvFjrfj55vMcekIIXIX4VS__ISqWxAJrt6sUUW3T_-2xIj5O8GeRTXyR-bG12JjI0XkjEQxmmp70vhTctSuUi0OXUC7W6HXwEBiOC2YTkj6hW21bJKaJcTRMrocHp9Fn8SEQO9gko8G5VSGAtd5ZuX-6JLTwh5oOrDcmN3ID-9j3xogNDxgAWvbCmFkVkzMS4VfPhpF5ILbKrAFTUHATiry2qqJ4FD3O0VN4xSHprWzxZm82Tp9-O&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMBOCXnKjo7QdSYA2Hw00Jd7Y3RfQ%3A1756150950252&q=Potential+for+Foliage+Scorch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUxumL3KaPAxV4DHkGHR07NcoQxccNegQISRAD&mstk=AUtExfBp1nr16F_Ox4ddJ-TYsxpej32_cUQWkX-f-HdWDq3g9Wc8mhW02-pXyqLaghGFvFJVeytwl2oCGPT2njEDuPQu22pM8XNY2rmgd5QljXubbA0fedGvnrPsZaDEeBvY4bEeIHj0cKs0436FLnDJ3K84U9sNZGOD1xgHlOlEYXWuDlCBeHCrGGiJC-a2wX1HL3oq9OK4PIaKvFjrfj55vMcekIIXIX4VS__ISqWxAJrt6sUUW3T_-2xIj5O8GeRTXyR-bG12JjI0XkjEQxmmp70vhTctSuUi0OXUC7W6HXwEBiOC2YTkj6hW21bJKaJcTRMrocHp9Fn8SEQO9gko8G5VSGAtd5ZuX-6JLTwh5oOrDcmN3ID-9j3xogNDxgAWvbCmFkVkzMS4VfPhpF5ILbKrAFTUHATiry2qqJ4FD3O0VN4xSHprWzxZm82Tp9-O&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMBOCXnKjo7QdSYA2Hw00Jd7Y3RfQ%3A1756150950252&q=Requires+Cold+Dormancy+for+Blooms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUxumL3KaPAxV4DHkGHR07NcoQxccNegQIShAD&mstk=AUtExfBp1nr16F_Ox4ddJ-TYsxpej32_cUQWkX-f-HdWDq3g9Wc8mhW02-pXyqLaghGFvFJVeytwl2oCGPT2njEDuPQu22pM8XNY2rmgd5QljXubbA0fedGvnrPsZaDEeBvY4bEeIHj0cKs0436FLnDJ3K84U9sNZGOD1xgHlOlEYXWuDlCBeHCrGGiJC-a2wX1HL3oq9OK4PIaKvFjrfj55vMcekIIXIX4VS__ISqWxAJrt6sUUW3T_-2xIj5O8GeRTXyR-bG12JjI0XkjEQxmmp70vhTctSuUi0OXUC7W6HXwEBiOC2YTkj6hW21bJKaJcTRMrocHp9Fn8SEQO9gko8G5VSGAtd5ZuX-6JLTwh5oOrDcmN3ID-9j3xogNDxgAWvbCmFkVkzMS4VfPhpF5ILbKrAFTUHATiry2qqJ4FD3O0VN4xSHprWzxZm82Tp9-O&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMBOCXnKjo7QdSYA2Hw00Jd7Y3RfQ%3A1756150950252&q=Requires+Cold+Dormancy+for+Blooms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUxumL3KaPAxV4DHkGHR07NcoQxccNegQIShAD&mstk=AUtExfBp1nr16F_Ox4ddJ-TYsxpej32_cUQWkX-f-HdWDq3g9Wc8mhW02-pXyqLaghGFvFJVeytwl2oCGPT2njEDuPQu22pM8XNY2rmgd5QljXubbA0fedGvnrPsZaDEeBvY4bEeIHj0cKs0436FLnDJ3K84U9sNZGOD1xgHlOlEYXWuDlCBeHCrGGiJC-a2wX1HL3oq9OK4PIaKvFjrfj55vMcekIIXIX4VS__ISqWxAJrt6sUUW3T_-2xIj5O8GeRTXyR-bG12JjI0XkjEQxmmp70vhTctSuUi0OXUC7W6HXwEBiOC2YTkj6hW21bJKaJcTRMrocHp9Fn8SEQO9gko8G5VSGAtd5ZuX-6JLTwh5oOrDcmN3ID-9j3xogNDxgAWvbCmFkVkzMS4VfPhpF5ILbKrAFTUHATiry2qqJ4FD3O0VN4xSHprWzxZm82Tp9-O&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMBOCXnKjo7QdSYA2Hw00Jd7Y3RfQ%3A1756150950252&q=Fleeting+Blooms&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUxumL3KaPAxV4DHkGHR07NcoQxccNegQIQhAD&mstk=AUtExfBp1nr16F_Ox4ddJ-TYsxpej32_cUQWkX-f-HdWDq3g9Wc8mhW02-pXyqLaghGFvFJVeytwl2oCGPT2njEDuPQu22pM8XNY2rmgd5QljXubbA0fedGvnrPsZaDEeBvY4bEeIHj0cKs0436FLnDJ3K84U9sNZGOD1xgHlOlEYXWuDlCBeHCrGGiJC-a2wX1HL3oq9OK4PIaKvFjrfj55vMcekIIXIX4VS__ISqWxAJrt6sUUW3T_-2xIj5O8GeRTXyR-bG12JjI0XkjEQxmmp70vhTctSuUi0OXUC7W6HXwEBiOC2YTkj6hW21bJKaJcTRMrocHp9Fn8SEQO9gko8G5VSGAtd5ZuX-6JLTwh5oOrDcmN3ID-9j3xogNDxgAWvbCmFkVkzMS4VfPhpF5ILbKrAFTUHATiry2qqJ4FD3O0VN4xSHprWzxZm82Tp9-O&csui=3
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UKON CHERRY TREE 
 
The UKON cherry tree offers beautiful, multi-layered, greenish-yellow to white and pink blossoms, 
providing excellent ornamental value and a graceful form. However, it is susceptible to various pests and 
diseases, particularly borers, can suffer from a short lifespan, and requires careful site selection with 
moist, well-drained soil and full sun to thrive. 

          

Pros:  

• Unique Blossoms: 

The 'Ukon' cultivar features large, unique blossoms that open a distinctive greenish-yellow, mature to 
white, and finally fade to pink, providing interesting seasonal color. 

• Ornamental Value: 

It's a vigorous, medium-sized tree with a pleasing spreading habit, making it a beautiful focal point in 
landscapes and enhancing curb appeal. 

• Cultural Significance: 

Like other Japanese flowering cherries, it is a culturally significant plant, particularly in Japan, adding to 
its appeal. 

• Provides Shade: 
The tree offers shade, which can provide a cooling effect in gardens. 

Cons: 

• Pest and Disease Susceptibility: 

'Ukon' is highly susceptible to several pests and diseases, including borers, aphids, scale, spider mites, 
and Japanese beetles. Fungal diseases like brown rot can also be a problem.  

• Short Lifespan: 

Flowering cherry trees, including the 'Ukon', generally have a short lifespan, typically living only 25 to 
50 years.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=55f092825d816dc2&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMuvZQwcNlxSNuOAfQ74HJcm9bTng%3A1757800727797&q=brown+rot&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjctb__3daPAxXWkokEHXl6CsAQxccNegQIORAB&mstk=AUtExfAW28fqZmqnx2LiFuKBK5iqkvy493uho07K3ArirWhiG1FYt-wxxQpQBh_WEbAZiKtJmGkQ2AbvS-YF2LBCXp16cq4qsF8BHwarbOHz98b1-i30oZ1e3A0Nw6pM8XHJ52xMPoCcgcgFEzknDxcg6zSVyvJeYlAd38r100_PylegBeCf0Ly9abucNmg1fyhcoINXKHs1oSfjboAHt6TtFuWuRS3As3laSaQ6CPvl0h0wEiRJl7eZYbT-xvO12qGcA8WPKEAk2JL-Xu2eh79As2d80FcoLZ1R_GqQaysyUZMA0AsqbZYOIPnQLnI6UL3JKPK2KpjE4r7vALfVHBGtfuhVop5KjwdxBWCTF8UH67_PLUwwyOdfcWEtJLkQ2e1f8S73OefKonGvkfEbHXZFOsnvWrj-vhJmfJdHq0h3OVFT3_7nlLINnEuRxNbJwlVS30tNUCXLfuw-7nyONgKLTA&csui=3


• Site Sensitivity: 

It requires specific growing conditions, needing loose, moist, well-drained, loamy soil and full sun to 
perform best. It does not tolerate wet soils or poor air circulation.  

• Trunk and Bark Vulnerability: 

The tree's thin bark is prone to damage, and its trunk can be susceptible to splitting.  

• Toxicity: 
The leaves, stems, and seeds of the tree are toxic to pets, including cats, dogs, and horses.  
 



SNOW FOUNTAINS WEEPING CHERRY 
 
The Snow Fountains weeping cherry is an attractive, low-maintenance tree praised for its abundant white 
spring blooms and graceful weeping form, making it ideal for small spaces. However, its primary cons 
include its relative short lifespan, susceptibility to a variety of pests and diseases, and the need for 
consistent watering during establishment and dry spells. 

           

Pros 

• Aesthetically Pleasing: Features stunning, abundant white flowers in the spring, followed by green leaves, 
and a beautiful cascading weeping form.  

• Compact Size: With a mature height of 8-15 feet, it's perfect for small gardens, patios, and residential 
lots.  

• Low Maintenance: Requires minimal pruning for fruit, and its small fruits are not messy.  

• Cold Hardy: It can thrive in USDA Zones 4-8.  

• Adaptable: Tolerates a range of soils and environmental conditions.  

Cons 

• Pest and Disease Prone: 

It is susceptible to numerous pests like aphids, borers, and Japanese beetles, and diseases such as leaf 
spot, powdery mildew, and root rot.  

• Relatively Short-Lived: 

Some growers report these trees having a limited lifespan, with some only living for about 18 years.  

• Sunlight Requirement: 

Requires full sun for the best flowering and overall health, with growth being inhibited in shadier 
conditions.  

 



• Water Needs: 

While drought-tolerant, it requires consistent watering during its establishment and through dry spells 
to stay healthy and prevent issues like pest infestation.  

• Poor Soil Preference: 
It does not do well in wet clay soils or very shady locations.  
 



AMUR CORK TREE (SEEDLESS) 
 
A "seedless" Amur cork tree's main advantage is eliminating its invasiveness, while its cons include still 
being potentially invasive and losing the tree's seeds which contain useful insecticidal oil. The primary 
benefit of a seedless (male) Amur cork tree is no fruit and seeds, which prevents it from spreading 
aggressively into native ecosystems. However, even seedless trees can be invasive, and they lose the 
insecticidal properties and the seeds themselves.  
 

                                  

Pros of a "Seedless" Amur Cork Tree 

• No Seed/Fruit Nuisance: 

Eliminates the messy and potentially allergenic fruit that falls from female trees.  

• Reduced Invasive Potential: 

By not producing fruit, the tree is far less likely to spread seeds and create invasive colonies.  

• Good Urban Tree: 

Retains its drought tolerance, air pollution tolerance, and strong shade-tree qualities for urban 
environments.  

• Good For Street Planting: 

Its shallow, wide-spreading roots are non-damaging to sidewalks, making it suitable for street and 
parking lot use.  

Cons of a "Seedless" Amur Cork Tree 
• Still Potentially Invasive: 

While seedless, the roots can still spread, and large stands of the tree can create dense shade, 
outcompeting native plants.  

• Loss of Seed-Derived Oil: 

The fruit of the Amur cork tree contains an insecticidal oil that is lost in the seedless varieties.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifP2msKHx3BUqxh1NkH0ISqRhs7CpQ%3A1756151771199&q=No+Seed%2FFruit+Nuisance&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjdxo-T36aPAxXpzfACHW0GGbsQxccNegQIHRAD&mstk=AUtExfDakMP0EHzsMdQiP6GTRuwUfCWcwL8eB_OoQiAEdHKL9Nw0SOpGnpwJEwG06_K_L1enQTHWh5XzaVXV4L--IDfUhxmHzrv2iaKZlYtiBAGhNpFlog7uCZ-AQP_v-CeP9cGqu8ZVXzY8FDd-V6G9XaTMFPGWHDlcveKU2wq_XIqvm7KEgq4T7hmuCr65XBUTFuvh2KFaU9eyQMDj4bhFU8O8RNsoEinTHGN9xA-LGSbNdSXoqYEsRIBZASAlhxeatM0BdM-Plu_gUg7lQpaImzcCMMx04y5HVib_49G2TdFW6Cc1njEFr9YS2hI74m_Hx3NtLYU62dV2AWSGQgopO8HADTN80M2sg1n1JqsoMSazznrf4oJSVMcGs2IfuyYevquRFcu6e8lQIdsxuOPZhy5pj__KnJ-mFvsOUtBkx6D4dBzpYE2vgk8cNSx9nWUE&csui=3
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• Allelopathic Properties: 

All Amur cork trees, including seedless varieties, can release chemicals into the soil that inhibit the 
growth of other plants.  

• Displaces Native Species: 

Even without seeds, the tree's vigorous growth can displace native hardwood trees.  

• Not a True "Seedless" Tree: 

A single male plant will not produce seeds, but this does not account for natural cross-pollination with 
nearby female trees.  

Important Considerations  
• Plant with Caution: 

The Amur cork tree is an aggressive invader in many regions, so it is only recommended to plant the 
male non-fruit-producing trees or cultivars. 

• Consider Native Alternatives: 

Given its invasive potential, consider planting a native tree instead of an Amur cork tree. 
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ACCOLADE ELM (HYBRID) 
 
The Accolade elm is a popular, disease-resistant hybrid known for its rapid growth, vase-shaped form, and 
yellow fall color. Its pros include excellent resistance to Dutch Elm Disease (DED) and Elm Leaf Beetle, 
tolerance for urban conditions like pollution and alkaline soil, and adaptability to various sites. The main 
cons are its susceptibility to other diseases, such as phloem necrosis and wetwood, and its need for regular 
watering during establishment and pruning for proper shaping. 
 

           
Pros 

• Disease Resistance: 

Highly resistant to Dutch Elm Disease (DED) and the Elm Leaf Beetle, making it a reliable replacement 
for susceptible American elms.  

• Fast Growth & Form: 

Develops a rapid, vase-shaped crown similar to the classic American elm, providing ample shade.  

• Urban Tolerance: 

Adapts well to challenging urban environments, tolerating alkaline soils, air pollution, and winter lows.  

• Adaptability: 

Thrives in a range of conditions, including well-drained soils, full sun to partial shade, and can tolerate 
periodic drought once established.  

• Aesthetic Appeal: 

Features glossy, dark green leaves that turn a beautiful golden yellow in the fall.  

• Low Maintenance: 
Considered a relatively low-maintenance tree, especially after its initial establishment period.  

 

 

 



Cons 
• Susceptible to Other Diseases: 

While resistant to DED, it remains vulnerable to phloem necrosis (a viral disease) and wetwood (a 
bacterial disease), which can cause wilting and dieback.  

• Vulnerable to Pests: 

May be affected by other pests, including borers, leaf miners, caterpillars, and scale insects.  

• Watering During Establishment: 

Requires regular watering during the first few years to establish a strong root system, especially in hot 
weather.  

• Pruning Needed: 
Regular pruning is advisable to help maintain its shape, though it can be done in early spring, according 
to Arbor Valley Nursery.  
 



CATHEDRAL ELM (HYBRID) 
 
The Cathedral elm tree offers a classic vase-shaped silhouette for shade and street trees but has moderate 
resistance to Dutch elm disease, requires structural pruning for the first 15 years, and can cause branch 
breakage in strong winds. Its pros include rapid growth, tolerance of pollution, salt, and various soils, 
along with resistance to some pests, while cons are the moderate disease resistance, need for early 
pruning, potential for wind breakage, and moderate insect susceptibility. 
 

              
Pros 

• Vase-shaped growth habit: 

The tree naturally forms an upright, spreading, vase-like shape, making it excellent for shade or as a 
street tree.  

• Fast-growing: 

Cathedral elms are fast growers, quickly adding to your landscape.  

• Tolerant of adverse conditions: 

The tree can handle various soil types, including clay, silt, and sandy soils, and is tolerant of pollution 
and salt.  

• Pest and Disease Resistance: 

It shows good resistance to the elm leaf beetle and other leaf-cutting insects.  

• Dutch Elm Disease (DED) Resistance: 

While not fully immune, it is moderately resistant to DED, often confining damage to branch tips.  

• Good for Urban Settings: 
Its adaptability to urban conditions and resistance to pollution and salt make it a good choice for cities.  

Cons 
• Moderate DED Resistance: 

Despite its resistance, it can still be susceptible to Dutch elm disease, especially in heavily infested 
areas.  



• Structural Pruning Required: 

To develop a sound structure, regular pruning is needed during the first 15 years of growth.  

• Wind Breakage: 

Elms' strong structure can create resistance to high winds, potentially leading to branch breakage, 
which can be a liability.  

• Insect Susceptibility: 
While resistant to some insects, it can still be targeted by other pests like leafhoppers.  
 



FRONTIER ELM (HYBRID) 
 
The 'Frontier' elm is a disease-resistant, adaptable tree with a striking pyramidal form when young that 
matures into a wider canopy, offering attractive purplish-red fall color and good urban tolerance. Its 
drawbacks include its need for moderate water, potential for structural issues or pest problems (though 
less than older elms), and the necessity for proper pruning, especially during specific months to avoid 
attracting elm bark beetles. 
 

              
Pros of the 'Frontier' Elm 

• Disease Resistance: 

It is a hybrid that exhibits resistance to Dutch Elm Disease (DED) and other pests and diseases, offering 
a more reliable option than traditional elms.  

• Adaptability & Urban Hardiness: 

The 'Frontier' elm is well-suited for urban conditions, tolerating a range of soil types, including wet, dry, 
and alkaline soils, and even some salty conditions.  

• Beautiful Fall Color: 

It is known for its showy, long-lasting display of purplish-red to burgundy fall foliage.  

• Moderate Size: 

It grows to a manageable size of about 40-50 feet tall and 25-30 feet wide, making it suitable for smaller 
lots and under power lines.  

• "Mess-Free": 

Unlike many other elm varieties, it is a sterile cultivar, producing no seeds and thus avoiding the mess 
associated with other elms.  

• Good Shade Provider: 
Its dense, glossy leaves provide generous shade throughout the growing season.  

 

 



Cons of the 'Frontier' Elm 
• Moderate Water Needs: 

While adaptable, it is not as drought-tolerant as some other species and requires moderate water, 
especially in dry conditions.  

• Pruning Needs & Pest Risk: 

You should always have dead or broken branches removed by a professional. Avoid pruning during the 
pruning ban (typically April 1st to August 31st) because the scent of cut wood can attract elm bark 
beetles.  

• Disease "Resistance" is Relative: 

Disease resistance does not guarantee immunity; the tree still has defenses but can still be susceptible 
to other diseases like Elm Yellows or pests.  

• Potential for Structural Issues: 
Like other elms, structural issues can occur, and young trees need proper pruning to establish a good 
branch structure 
 



NEW HORIZON ELM (HYBRID) 
 
The New Horizon Elm's main advantage is its excellent resistance to Dutch Elm Disease (DED), making it a 
resilient choice for landscapes, but it can develop co-dominant leaders, requires potential early pruning 
to promote a strong structure, and its numerous seeds can make it messy and potentially invasive in 
uncontrolled areas. It is a vigorous and adaptable hybrid that tolerates harsh conditions like drought, 
urban environments, and various soil types, making it a versatile street and shade tree. 
  

               
Pros 

• Disease Resistance: 

It boasts excellent resistance to Dutch Elm Disease and other common elm issues like elm leaf 
miner and verticillium wilt.  

• Adaptable and Hardy: 

The tree thrives in tough conditions, including drought, alkaline, and poor soils, as well as urban 
environments, making it a durable choice.  

• Versatile Landscape Use: 

Suitable for street, parkway, and shade tree applications due to its robust nature and high ground 
clearance.  

• Good Foliage: 

Features dark green leaves and a distinct oval, upright growth habit that differs from other elms.  

• Wildlife Attraction: 
Serves as a host for some native butterflies and provides seeds for various birds.  

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifMObwpm8VIs2k0l9BXbc_CCIb7aog%3A1756217493432&q=elm+leaf+miner&ved=2ahUKEwiYseD-06iPAxU_JzQIHXkzIrUQxccNegQIHxAB&mstk=AUtExfBRfw8051ZQyD4pkJ8Mti7W-Icl_wWyTktoY1hIn54xYO-V7-Eq7eXjch5FquCUpnviZz9_FFK4qkMJQynJSuverwJrn-UbFfUhCP65-pKDa8Ac5vPLRlauibOPhnsFyEGqoPryxyOee26sKz6plmvERyDXqeOB3XxNMG_lvmCJsw_3b7LOM4RIbfm6_DBNnUE9W628_BuUrWcP_TFbso5j_-9vJDUF5v5DW6P2NOlWubU4LPLiFLfdFnwbOSwsPcXIMnZ039PaXg5O4xI22OpwXEP9t7Y2DgvVunaR3yesCI17OFtQ8Ig1Fv5q4d7xpPH61I8d45ztdizL1oAxr0zYJUGxfDvRIyziYR8KaWZs0QMFd-aSM4VJKPsV1_DGWQUySVnpUPbXQqBVXoLiHXWMJG0aVltU1mYcwETFe8iLqMPEBIzy2yeMH523qAmB&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifMObwpm8VIs2k0l9BXbc_CCIb7aog%3A1756217493432&q=elm+leaf+miner&ved=2ahUKEwiYseD-06iPAxU_JzQIHXkzIrUQxccNegQIHxAB&mstk=AUtExfBRfw8051ZQyD4pkJ8Mti7W-Icl_wWyTktoY1hIn54xYO-V7-Eq7eXjch5FquCUpnviZz9_FFK4qkMJQynJSuverwJrn-UbFfUhCP65-pKDa8Ac5vPLRlauibOPhnsFyEGqoPryxyOee26sKz6plmvERyDXqeOB3XxNMG_lvmCJsw_3b7LOM4RIbfm6_DBNnUE9W628_BuUrWcP_TFbso5j_-9vJDUF5v5DW6P2NOlWubU4LPLiFLfdFnwbOSwsPcXIMnZ039PaXg5O4xI22OpwXEP9t7Y2DgvVunaR3yesCI17OFtQ8Ig1Fv5q4d7xpPH61I8d45ztdizL1oAxr0zYJUGxfDvRIyziYR8KaWZs0QMFd-aSM4VJKPsV1_DGWQUySVnpUPbXQqBVXoLiHXWMJG0aVltU1mYcwETFe8iLqMPEBIzy2yeMH523qAmB&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifMObwpm8VIs2k0l9BXbc_CCIb7aog%3A1756217493432&q=verticillium+wilt&ved=2ahUKEwiYseD-06iPAxU_JzQIHXkzIrUQxccNegQIHxAC&mstk=AUtExfBRfw8051ZQyD4pkJ8Mti7W-Icl_wWyTktoY1hIn54xYO-V7-Eq7eXjch5FquCUpnviZz9_FFK4qkMJQynJSuverwJrn-UbFfUhCP65-pKDa8Ac5vPLRlauibOPhnsFyEGqoPryxyOee26sKz6plmvERyDXqeOB3XxNMG_lvmCJsw_3b7LOM4RIbfm6_DBNnUE9W628_BuUrWcP_TFbso5j_-9vJDUF5v5DW6P2NOlWubU4LPLiFLfdFnwbOSwsPcXIMnZ039PaXg5O4xI22OpwXEP9t7Y2DgvVunaR3yesCI17OFtQ8Ig1Fv5q4d7xpPH61I8d45ztdizL1oAxr0zYJUGxfDvRIyziYR8KaWZs0QMFd-aSM4VJKPsV1_DGWQUySVnpUPbXQqBVXoLiHXWMJG0aVltU1mYcwETFe8iLqMPEBIzy2yeMH523qAmB&csui=3


Cons 
• Potential for Invasive Seeding: 

Elms are known for dropping numerous seeds, and New Horizon Elm can be prolific, potentially leading 
to it becoming a nuisance or invasive in some areas.  

• Potential for Structural Issues: 

It can develop co-dominant leaders and heavy side branches, especially in its early years, which may 
require significant pruning and training for proper structure.  

• Pruning Requirements: 

To ensure a strong structure, regular pruning is needed, particularly in the first 15 years of its life, to 
maintain a strong central leader.  

• Messy Litter: 

The large number of falling seeds can be considered litter, making it a messy tree in some settings.  

• Potential for Sidewalk Damage: 
As a large, fast-growing tree, its roots can cause sidewalks to crack and heave over time.  
 
 
 



PATRIOT ELM (HYBRID) 
 
The Patriot Elm tree offers several advantages, including resistance to Dutch Elm Disease and Elm Leaf 
Beetle, a fast growth rate, and tolerance of various conditions like poor soils and urban 
pollution. However, like all trees, it has drawbacks such as potential for weak branch structure if not 
pruned properly and the need for regular watering, especially when young. 
 

      
Pros: 

• Disease Resistance: 

The Patriot Elm is highly resistant to Dutch Elm Disease and Elm Leaf Beetle, two common problems 
that have plagued other elm varieties.  

• Rapid Growth: 

It is a fast-growing tree, quickly reaching maturity and providing shade.  

• Adaptability: 

It can tolerate a range of soil types, including poor or alkaline soils, and is also tolerant of drought and 
urban pollution.  

• Aesthetic Appeal: 

It develops a vase-shaped crown, similar to the American Elm, and offers attractive green foliage that 
turns yellow in the fall.  

• Versatile Planting: 
Suitable for lawns, streets, and parks, making it a good choice for various landscape applications.  

Cons: 
• Pruning Needs: 

While resistant to diseases, it's still important to prune regularly, especially when young, to prevent 
weak branch structure from developing.  

 



• Water Requirements: 

Young Patriot Elms need regular watering, especially during dry periods.  

• Root System: 

Like other elms, the Patriot Elm can have a vigorous root system that may pose issues if planted too 
close to structures or sidewalks.  

• Limited Availability: 

While becoming more popular, it may not be as widely available as other tree species.  

• Potential for Weak Branches: 
Fast growth can sometimes lead to weaker branch structure if not managed through pruning.  
 



SAPPORO AUTUMN GOLD ELM (HYBRID) 
 
The 'Sapporo Autumn Gold' elm is praised for its Dutch elm disease resistance, hardiness, and bright 
golden-yellow fall color, making it a suitable street and shade tree. However, it also has cons, including 
vulnerability to elm leaf beetles, a potentially weaker, less-cohesive winter form, and the need for moist, 
well-drained soil to prevent decline and root rot. 
 

             
Pros 

• Disease Resistance: 

It exhibits a high level of resistance to Dutch elm disease and tolerance to Verticillium wilt.  

• Hardiness: 

The tree is generally hardy and can tolerate various conditions, though it performs best in fertile, well-
watered soil.  

• Attractive Fall Color: 

It provides a distinct golden-yellow autumn color, offering a bright spectacle in the fall.  

• Urban Tolerance: 

It is considered a tough tree that can withstand urban stresses and is suitable for streets and parks.  

• Stronger Wood: 
Compared to some other Siberian elm hybrids, it has stronger wood and a less twiggy canopy, improving 
its structural integrity.  

Cons 
• Pest Susceptibility: In the United States, it can be severely damaged by the elm leaf beetle.  

• Soil Requirements: It requires moist, well-drained soil to thrive and will degenerate in poor, dry 
conditions.  

• Root System: Its roots can be invasive, so gardeners need to monitor them.  

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifO9rlohj3ARvk9MlHIKqR4r7RZapQ%3A1756216824284&q=elm+leaf+beetles&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjilKi_0aiPAxV0lIkEHWfWM0EQxccNegQIBRAB&mstk=AUtExfDXUjbet1oufpVb-ss67JkOipm6QdyIfCYTPYp3EZI9ivLO3S_rBDsIom1zX_Hjlx7MV8Ybqec_iPuHMZY2GrKgymPGC8xS6N8z12m8GRy3Vd81e6NLaPGlVMdNZPNE8qYx6EUsxp5bxZ5h7S6JkQpqabug0a0lQgA_mlczkB5WJTUODQ5tFzOq7W6My7P0R8PFI_y3SsvATS_lJPyxZnRq1mZYCgdD9WdwSy2Ce5yHb0KqLUxXWK7D-IP5HLtAFJLWRAfj9TmJUDAW9b2nmMuQs1vJXGjbJBiHNVtbhDdWI5CIqMYJCV_Rg0wElwQJaoopYKM4eahz_hrpmJVETHTiujf0EKZog8RuAbaixtfsziGZjRbza5SoWZ0y58DsvrbHg5d3hb6BCimY_0uqvh2TbIQxkUEdIpVe2ILsFvgKV9dwU97X86cmS0qs9yOlikFWRfsCXDtQDfV8w6x0ng&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifO9rlohj3ARvk9MlHIKqR4r7RZapQ%3A1756216824284&q=Verticillium+wilt&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjilKi_0aiPAxV0lIkEHWfWM0EQxccNegQIHhAB&mstk=AUtExfDXUjbet1oufpVb-ss67JkOipm6QdyIfCYTPYp3EZI9ivLO3S_rBDsIom1zX_Hjlx7MV8Ybqec_iPuHMZY2GrKgymPGC8xS6N8z12m8GRy3Vd81e6NLaPGlVMdNZPNE8qYx6EUsxp5bxZ5h7S6JkQpqabug0a0lQgA_mlczkB5WJTUODQ5tFzOq7W6My7P0R8PFI_y3SsvATS_lJPyxZnRq1mZYCgdD9WdwSy2Ce5yHb0KqLUxXWK7D-IP5HLtAFJLWRAfj9TmJUDAW9b2nmMuQs1vJXGjbJBiHNVtbhDdWI5CIqMYJCV_Rg0wElwQJaoopYKM4eahz_hrpmJVETHTiujf0EKZog8RuAbaixtfsziGZjRbza5SoWZ0y58DsvrbHg5d3hb6BCimY_0uqvh2TbIQxkUEdIpVe2ILsFvgKV9dwU97X86cmS0qs9yOlikFWRfsCXDtQDfV8w6x0ng&csui=3


• Winter Form: Some critics note its winter and early spring form can be less robust or cohesive than other 
elm varieties, though this can be managed with proper care.  

• Fungal Vulnerability: Mature specimens in some coastal areas have been affected by Dryad's saddle 
fungus (Polyporus squamosus).  
 



TRIUMPH ELM (HYBRID) 
 
The Triumph Elm (Ulmus 'Morton Glossy') offers a good balance of desirable traits for a landscape tree, 
but it's not without its drawbacks. It is known for its fast growth, attractive appearance, and resistance to 
Dutch Elm Disease, but also has a potential for weak wood and messy seed dispersal. 
 

               
Pros: 

• Disease and pest resistance: 

Triumph Elms are highly resistant to Dutch Elm Disease, Elm Leaf Beetle, and Elm Yellows.  

• Adaptability: 

They can tolerate a range of soil conditions, including drought and compacted soils, making them 
suitable for various planting sites, including urban areas.  

• Fast growth: 

They grow at a rapid rate, especially when young, providing quick shade.  

• Attractive appearance: 

They have a refined, oval form with lustrous, dark green foliage that turns yellow in the fall.  

• Easily trained: 
Their strong, upright branching makes them relatively easy to prune and shape, especially when young.  

Cons: 
• Weak wood: 

While generally strong, the wood can be susceptible to breakage under stress from wind, snow, or ice.  

• Messy seed dispersal: 

Like most elms, Triumph Elms produce abundant, papery seeds that can be considered a nuisance.  

• Potential for weedy growth: 

They can be prolific self-seeders, potentially becoming weedy in some landscapes.  

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Elm+Yellows&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegQINBAB&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Weak+wood&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegUI2wIQAw&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Weak+wood&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegUI2wIQAw&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Messy+seed+dispersal&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegUIyQIQAw&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Messy+seed+dispersal&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegUIyQIQAw&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Potential+for+weedy+growth&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegUI2gIQAw&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Potential+for+weedy+growth&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegUI2gIQAw&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3


• Pruning considerations: 

While adaptable, improper pruning, especially when young, can affect the tree's overall form and 
balance.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Pruning+considerations&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegUIzAIQAw&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=40c1005c31a86cdc&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifNpIRKc44oj99wYqzDA6fnfbrLuZA%3A1756215795995&q=Pruning+considerations&ved=2ahUKEwju_azVzaiPAxWA4skDHWucD_MQxccNegUIzAIQAw&mstk=AUtExfDXRmdCsQRjWyJ0_qZ_okooEDWDAcp5srVTtLdh8onx0GnwYOczww02LCHlXOcBcwOx3_9ioJqCTOfnoQOj98TiWe44n0xGALyUUHO5l-KkzUAkfIdeQSAgEv9ZfU48R6It8EVgVepRH7J1_DfvIRMFdUznKXnepF_kJL_AVQ3JoQitfdzgaQT11NSB9LSwdowm0X7gnfonP1UiVZM2TQY-sPFA4MEhCmI_syoIIfabxTzvhkuD3YN_wn-wqtZk8x0Jzk5cZBV6_k8s_fp1vEabHeVAd9qMPbe6873lGERsXw&csui=3


GINKGO 
 
Ginkgo trees are praised for their extreme hardiness, pollution tolerance, resistance to pests and diseases, 
and striking golden fall foliage but are criticized for their slow growth, potential allergenic pollen, and the 
extremely foul smell of the fruit from female trees, which are best avoided. Only male trees should be 
planted to prevent the pungent fruit from becoming a nuisance. 
  

            
Pros of Ginkgo Trees 

• Extremely Hardy: 

They are considered "living fossils" and are highly resistant to pests and diseases, making them very 
durable.  

• Urban Tolerant: 

Ginkgos can withstand the harsh conditions of city environments, including soil compaction and 
pollution.  

• Beautiful Foliage: 

The tree has unique, fan-shaped leaves that turn a vibrant golden color in the fall.  

• Long-Lived: 

Ginkgos are long-lived trees, with some specimens known to be over a thousand years old.  

• Pollen Source: 
Male trees can be a source of pollen, which is rated highly on the OPALS allergy scale.  

Cons of Ginkgo Trees 
• Foul-Smelling Fruit: Female trees produce fruit with an incredibly noxious odor, often described as 

resembling vomit or rotting flesh. This is due to butyric acid.  

• Slow Growth: They are very slow-growing trees, especially during their first few years.  

• Pollen Allergies: The pollen from male trees can be a significant allergen for some people.  

• Fruit Mess: The fruit from female trees can rot on sidewalks, creating a slippery and unpleasant mess.  

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&biw=1680&bih=889&sxsrf=AE3TifPAgXY9QmHeeRvV344HvRoV50UZGQ%3A1756153836035&q=butyric+acid&ved=2ahUKEwiVpcXs5qaPAxUvk4kEHTXaClcQxccNegUI4AIQAQ&mstk=AUtExfBQMKY8kOXuGRBYVXKNFuQwGlOGoCoqOv7xSobQVCfIQPJdFujhgr5ON8_8yywGvc4qHXfNp9jVYg1OD0j1d0kWyU0ClvWvvPX2GzsLORcZHMD3YMkTtAOytTbVgedVsrWwRh90fb4uZtd8BX8JnZlzSInP5SMKp_4fIVuKM4IyJvWXws1ydGcQRMmpgvveNYZr7vDMJ2-tIY6INyWdnRCvLTiUAC8KpCz7ewT0It1KFW51bpE5eHUCDgxY8uHyUqGV-BxMk3Y3MLrgV0xssFuQzBh0Q0czabq9gsthKOzQrCR6rTc4QYwN4KFiFreRMev72hT2pnE0HgRfoJ83sObV2OMD-9ylz1CVt123_o674Ja_g5rM5Q-qgwOAY7FTtch-12FCCSJNTM8yv_H2PWs7PqLxwhiV7R1HiVqPgZkAzQOeYNtRogLkfHDU-Oa1&csui=3


• Difficulty in Identification: It can take 20-30 years for a ginkgo tree to begin fruiting, making it difficult to 
identify a female tree until it's too late to switch to a male one.  
 



COMMON HACKBERRY 
The common hackberry is a tough, native North American shade tree prized for its extreme resilience in 

urban environments and its high value to wildlife. However, its potential for messiness, susceptibility to 

certain cosmetic pests, and weak-wooded nature can make it a "love-it-or-hate-it" choice for residential 

landscapes.  

      

Pros  

• Extreme Resilience: Known as "one tough tree," it thrives where others fail, tolerating urban 

pollution, road salt, compacted soil, wind, heat, and a wide pH range (6.0 to 8.5). 

• Rapid Growth: Under optimal conditions, it can grow 2 to 3 feet per year, quickly establishing a broad, 

40- to 60-foot canopy that provides dense summer shade. 

• Wildlife Support: It is a powerhouse for biodiversity, serving as a host for the Hackberry 

Emperor butterfly and providing winter-persistent berries for birds like cedar waxwings and bluebirds. 

• Winter Interest: Mature trees develop unique, corky, warty bark that provides distinct visual texture 

during the winter months. 

• Drought and Flood Tolerance: Once established, its deep, wide-spreading root system allows it to 

withstand both significant drought and temporary flooding.  

Cons 

• Messy Debris: The tree produces an abundance of small, dark purple berries and heavy leaf drop, 

which can stain sidewalks, patios, and cars if planted too close to managed areas. 

• Weak Wood: Despite its toughness, the wood is relatively soft and prone to breaking during heavy 

ice or wind storms, especially if not pruned to avoid weak "V-shaped" branch crotches. 

• Cosmetic Pests: It is frequently affected by hackberry nipple gall (bumps on leaves) and witches' 

broom (contorted twig clusters). While usually harmless to the tree's health, they can be unsightly. 



• Sticky Residue: Hackberry aphids can secrete a sticky "honeydew" that leads to sooty mold on 

anything beneath the canopy, such as outdoor furniture or vehicles. 

• Aggressive Seedlings: It self-seeds readily; birds disperse the seeds, leading to "volunteer" saplings 

that can be difficult to remove once they take root in garden beds or fence lines.  

Recommended Cultivars 

For those seeking the tree's hardiness with fewer aesthetic drawbacks, experts suggest selecting 

specific cultivars:  

• 'Prairie Pride': A popular choice for a more uniform, upright, and compact crown. 

• 'Chicagoland': Recognized for having a straighter trunk and better structural form. 

• 'Oahe': Selected for improved drought resistance and adaptation to difficult sites.  

 



HONEYLOCUST 
 
Honeylocust trees offer Pros: fast growth, dappled shade, pest and salt tolerance, and nitrogen-fixing 
ability, making them excellent for urban and street planting. Cons include potential for thorns, 
susceptibility to certain pests and diseases like leaf spot, and a potentially messy seed pod drop in non-
cultivar varieties. However, modern thornless, seedless cultivars mitigate most of these downsides, 
making them a popular choice despite some maintenance requirements. 
  

         
Pros of Honeylocust Trees 

• Fast Growth and Dappled Shade: 

They are fast-growing, which is beneficial for quickly establishing shade. Their light, airy foliage creates 
a dappled shade that doesn't block out too much light, making them suitable for patios and areas with 
grass.  

• Pest and Salt Tolerance: 

Modern cultivars, like the Skyline honeylocust, are hardy and can tolerate salt, making them a strong 
choice for roadside and urban environments.  

• Nitrogen Fixing: 

As a legume, they can fix nitrogen in the soil, which benefits other nearby plants.  

• Durable Wood: 

Honeylocust trees have strong wood and are resistant to breaking in wind storms.  

• Adaptability: 
They can tolerate a range of soil conditions, from slightly acidic to slightly alkaline, and grow well in 
both full sun and partial shade.  

Cons of Honeylocust Trees 

• Thorns and Mess: The native species is known for its aggressive thorns and long, twisted seed pods that 
can create a mess.  

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&sxsrf=AE3TifN8mRJAGrMswJmN48lqSKXV8eWtKQ%3A1756170104392&q=Skyline+honeylocust&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiN_vK5o6ePAxV_AHkGHVUPDAkQxccNegQITBAB&mstk=AUtExfAUnrJPCKdXB9aIjqQ-w7yfqf2EPAXJFO06a07IpAtVm6JVGcbjdJoRj0k1nBKVHNGoVSAtO9sPTDQwTORrHIGjsktMOAApkX3_cUfHYdXhl_ibIEWSM8gK5xNPQFPFAvIMpkNFGfwjGCnciXJ2XzN1aRmJdw_VV67Sh_Doc5Jpcco&csui=3


• Pest and Disease Susceptibility: Both the native and modern varieties can be susceptible to certain pests 
like leafhoppers, spider mites, and bagworms, as well as diseases like powdery mildew, canker, and rust.  

• Messy Pods: Non-cultivar varieties produce seed pods that can fall and create litter.  

• Potential for Suckers: They may produce unwanted suckers from the roots or trunk, requiring removal.  

• Specific Soil Needs: While adaptable, they do not perform well in consistently wet soils.  

Key Takeaway: 

For most residential and urban landscapes, a modern, thornless, seedless cultivar of the honeylocust is a 
superior choice, offering many benefits with minimal drawbacks.  

 



AMERICAN HORNBEAM 
 
American hornbeam, also known as musclewood or blue beech, has several pros and cons as a landscape 
tree. Pros: It's adaptable to various soil types and light conditions, including shade, and has attractive 
bark. It's also relatively low-maintenance and provides wildlife benefits. Cons: It's slow-growing, can be 
difficult to transplant, and is not drought-tolerant. 
 

        
Pros: 

• Aesthetically pleasing: 

The smooth, bluish-gray bark with a "muscle-like" appearance, especially noticeable on the trunk and 
branches, provides year-round visual interest.  

• Adaptable: 

American hornbeam can thrive in various soil types (sandy, clay, and wet soils) and light conditions, 
including partial shade to full sun.  

• Wildlife-friendly: 

It's a larval host plant, provides food sources for mammals and birds, and offers cover.  

• Low-maintenance: 

Once established, it requires minimal care, tolerating some flooding and urban conditions.  

• Good for naturalized areas: 

Its ability to tolerate shade and wet conditions makes it suitable for naturalized settings like 
bottomlands and along streams.  

• Useful for rain gardens: 
Its tolerance of some flooding makes it a good candidate for rain gardens.  

 

 



Cons: 

• Slow-growing: 

It can take decades to reach its mature size, which is a consideration for those seeking faster results.  

• Difficult to transplant: 

It has an expansive root system, making it challenging to move once established.  

• Not drought-tolerant: 

It prefers consistently moist soil and can struggle in dry conditions.  

• Can be crowded out: 

While adaptable, it can be outcompeted by faster-growing or more aggressive species, especially in 
ideal growing conditions.  

• Potential for allelopathy: 
Some sources suggest it can inhibit the growth of other plants due to chemical compounds in its roots, 
though this is not definitively proven.  
 



EUROPEAN HORNBEAM 
 
European hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) is a versatile tree with both advantages and disadvantages for 
landscaping. It's known for its attractive, dense foliage, tolerance of pruning for hedging, and adaptability 
to various soil and light conditions, making it a popular choice for formal hedges, screens, and even street 
trees. However, it can be slow-growing, requires regular pruning to maintain its shape as a hedge, and 
may not be the best choice for extremely hot, dry locations. 
 

            
Pros: 

• Formal Hedge and Screen: 

European hornbeam is excellent for creating formal hedges and screens due to its dense growth habit 
and ability to be easily pruned.  

• Adaptable: 

It tolerates a wide range of soil conditions, including clay and slightly alkaline soils, and can grow in full 
sun to partial shade.  

• All-Season Interest: 

While not evergreen, it retains its coppery-brown dead leaves through the winter, providing screening 
and visual interest.  

• Hardy: 

It's hardy in zones 5-7 and can tolerate urban conditions like pollution and poor soil.  

• Versatile: 

It can be used as a specimen tree, for boulevard plantings, or even pruned into pleached trees for 
screening above head height.  

• Long-Lived: 
With proper care, it can be a long-lasting addition to the landscape.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifPQGMI3ja4knXMFMwXjHklqO6V92w%3A1756171155967&q=Carpinus+betulus&ved=2ahUKEwjQiKqvp6ePAxUbD9AFHZECHo0QxccNegQIHRAB&mstk=AUtExfDnvbL7AWHbJdIdAR1v76ax9bLpH4Kb6kYPBsB-niYDccF4FfDJswy4gPy8kDhHRuPVghc2BbRNgvuzG_O6nWbGtPtuspDwNDRilnlGmzueFgWnErykLiZMpu4RAhOxGe5buIvrWtzE5SEX85tW_jQ-oe-TVsqCs5c2dcGtROUw6GQRZnO5aUFqlT-uecEmX-nkSTxPqz0Xp4VAf90uG91bVrvCvbn40yJtmQnlQ_3sxQa-vrObGBcLdGNXgSuKfsomSxOgC9xxNfHybudYqMsc6GA8-vhPOhT5kuWA-Lhk6SwyNWr4yhjibINkW_fagQ7w1KgU47iTrQYkJL7lO2UhUYOTwHlXQx8Hy6262UXu&csui=3


Cons: 

• Slow Growth: 

Compared to some other trees, it's a relatively slow grower, which can be a drawback for those seeking 
rapid results.  

• Pruning Required: 

Maintaining a formal hedge or screen requires regular pruning, typically once or twice a year.  

• Leaf Retention: 

While it retains dead leaves in winter, it doesn't offer the same year-round screening as an evergreen.  

• Not Ideal for Hot, Dry Locations: 

While moderately drought-tolerant, it may struggle in extremely hot and dry conditions, especially 
when young.  

• Potential for Trunk Damage: 
In hot, sunny locations, the trunk can be susceptible to damage from reflected heat.  
 



KENTUCKY COFFEE TREE 
 
The Kentucky Coffee Tree is a hardy, drought-tolerant tree that excels in tough urban conditions, offering 
unique seasonal beauty and dappled shade. However, its poisonous seeds and heavy, persistent pods are 
a significant drawback, requiring cleanup and posing risks to pets, livestock, and humans. The tree has a 
slow-to-moderate growth rate, produces a zig-zag branch structure, and may require root sucker 
management. 
 

             

Pros 

• Hardy & Tolerant: 

The tree is very adaptable to various conditions, including pollution, drought, different soil types (clay, 
sandy, loamy), and wet conditions.  

• Seasonal Interest: 

Its unique growth habit, with stout branches and large, airy leaves, provides visual appeal in all seasons.  

• Dappled Shade: 

The large, coarse leaflets cast dappled shade, which can be beneficial for turf and other plantings 
below.  

• Low Maintenance: 

It is generally low-maintenance, with no serious pest or disease problems and a sparse leaf drop in the 
fall compared to some other species.  

• Winter Interest: 

In winter, the large, flat seed pods can be a striking feature, resembling a flock of birds.  

• Wildlife Protection: 
The large, heavy pods with toxic seeds are unappealing to most animals.  

 

 



Cons 

• Toxic Seeds & Pods: 

The seeds and other parts of the tree, including the pulp and leaves, are poisonous and toxic to humans, 
pets, and livestock if not roasted, notes the USDA Plants Database.  

• Heavy Litter: 

The thick seed pods are heavy and can remain on the tree all winter, requiring cleanup.  

• Messy: 

The large seed pods and fallen leaves require significant cleanup, making it less suitable for manicured 
yards.  

• Growth Form: 

The tree has a unique zig-zag pattern to its branches after the leaves fall and a coarse texture.  

• Root Suckers: 

The tree can produce suckers from its root system, requiring management by removal.  

• Slow Growth: 
It has a relatively slow to moderate growth rate.  
 

https://plants.usda.gov/DocumentLibrary/factsheet/pdf/fs_gydi.pdf


AMERICAN LINDEN (BASSWOOD) 
 
The American linden (basswood) is an adaptable, native shade tree with fragrant, pollinator-friendly 
flowers and beneficial wildlife value, but it may be susceptible to insect defoliation and has large leaves 
unsuitable for small yards. Its pros include wildlife support, beautiful fragrance, and adaptability to 
various soils and urban conditions, while cons include vulnerability to leaf-eating pests and a coarse, large 
canopy that requires ample space. 
 

        
Pros 

• Wildlife Benefits: 

The flowers are excellent nectar sources for bees, producing high-quality honey, and the tree provides 
food and habitat for other wildlife, including birds and deer.  

• Fragrant Blooms: 

The tree produces fragrant, yellow flowers in early summer that are attractive to people and beneficial 
insects.  

• Pollinator Support: 

Lindens are significant for pollinator populations, with their nectar attracting large numbers of bees.  

• Adaptability: 

It tolerates a variety of conditions, including different soil types (even slight drought), and can thrive in 
urban environments.  

• Large Shade: 

The tree provides ample dappled shade, making it a good choice for large properties like parks or as a 
specimen tree.  

• Native Species: 

It's a native Michigan species, beneficial for local ecosystems.  

 



• Habitat & Wood: 
The wood decays easily, creating cavities used by cavity-nesting animals like woodpeckers and wood 
ducks.  

Cons 

• Pest Susceptibility: 

The American linden's leaves are attractive to certain leaf-eating insects, such as aphids, Japanese 
beetles, and the linden beetle, which can cause defoliation.  

• Large Canopy: 

It has a wide, sprawling canopy that is best suited for large properties, such as public parks, and not 
small yards.  

• Foliage Appearance: 

Some find the leaves coarse compared to other linden varieties like the little-leaf linden.  

• Fungal Issues: 

Trees planted too close together or in heavy shade may be more prone to fungal problems like 
anthracnose and Verticillium wilt.  

• Wood Weakness: 

Wood rot, where the tree's center hollows out, is a common problem that can weaken the tree over 
time.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifOSaD4nF5um5DpJ-0dogXOnSoxHZQ%3A1756174003073&q=Pest+Susceptibility&ved=2ahUKEwi-xff8saePAxUx78kDHSBeG2cQxccNegUIzgEQAw&mstk=AUtExfBnw5p9Tl22Z_fh5sPkEv3aOYztVkOJBqKmmdh4DqUYWwpk_p4ugNa_cAic9xutlf4WLRjvCPM8KuVwGc1N5LJLh16PYDFr7D7w5IzSCDL2Odz_qRjOQKlGjR0ydJ1bmfhi1xM9efcCmh14gRUdrVB1nFeMg-gyXlmunRqn0NcSgWO5LYKKZz3Bs1KV_RYU9VeKx5Yz-sunVHqmnMEY_f4JSws36RTzv7jI9dz8CGHWG7UKZrFWPkSP2By89IIVcqhLT8V-8_l1cQlnwheTzCbTGcZnEJFPyZkz31BYXL0kF8b_WISDF0JaSZx_9bIIa3FD-KBQCDJM_FVSJyECoegVTngCX66uJUHnirA_vMNTGTD9gptFybmmbpsh2SX8IdOOh3Ytnzp7dSyOeFtOGGiovY_Ju0w_KG6ba6utVQeFB5fqePjtgktFRiDBzbhQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifOSaD4nF5um5DpJ-0dogXOnSoxHZQ%3A1756174003073&q=Pest+Susceptibility&ved=2ahUKEwi-xff8saePAxUx78kDHSBeG2cQxccNegUIzgEQAw&mstk=AUtExfBnw5p9Tl22Z_fh5sPkEv3aOYztVkOJBqKmmdh4DqUYWwpk_p4ugNa_cAic9xutlf4WLRjvCPM8KuVwGc1N5LJLh16PYDFr7D7w5IzSCDL2Odz_qRjOQKlGjR0ydJ1bmfhi1xM9efcCmh14gRUdrVB1nFeMg-gyXlmunRqn0NcSgWO5LYKKZz3Bs1KV_RYU9VeKx5Yz-sunVHqmnMEY_f4JSws36RTzv7jI9dz8CGHWG7UKZrFWPkSP2By89IIVcqhLT8V-8_l1cQlnwheTzCbTGcZnEJFPyZkz31BYXL0kF8b_WISDF0JaSZx_9bIIa3FD-KBQCDJM_FVSJyECoegVTngCX66uJUHnirA_vMNTGTD9gptFybmmbpsh2SX8IdOOh3Ytnzp7dSyOeFtOGGiovY_Ju0w_KG6ba6utVQeFB5fqePjtgktFRiDBzbhQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifOSaD4nF5um5DpJ-0dogXOnSoxHZQ%3A1756174003073&q=Large+Canopy&ved=2ahUKEwi-xff8saePAxUx78kDHSBeG2cQxccNegUI0AEQAw&mstk=AUtExfBnw5p9Tl22Z_fh5sPkEv3aOYztVkOJBqKmmdh4DqUYWwpk_p4ugNa_cAic9xutlf4WLRjvCPM8KuVwGc1N5LJLh16PYDFr7D7w5IzSCDL2Odz_qRjOQKlGjR0ydJ1bmfhi1xM9efcCmh14gRUdrVB1nFeMg-gyXlmunRqn0NcSgWO5LYKKZz3Bs1KV_RYU9VeKx5Yz-sunVHqmnMEY_f4JSws36RTzv7jI9dz8CGHWG7UKZrFWPkSP2By89IIVcqhLT8V-8_l1cQlnwheTzCbTGcZnEJFPyZkz31BYXL0kF8b_WISDF0JaSZx_9bIIa3FD-KBQCDJM_FVSJyECoegVTngCX66uJUHnirA_vMNTGTD9gptFybmmbpsh2SX8IdOOh3Ytnzp7dSyOeFtOGGiovY_Ju0w_KG6ba6utVQeFB5fqePjtgktFRiDBzbhQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifOSaD4nF5um5DpJ-0dogXOnSoxHZQ%3A1756174003073&q=Large+Canopy&ved=2ahUKEwi-xff8saePAxUx78kDHSBeG2cQxccNegUI0AEQAw&mstk=AUtExfBnw5p9Tl22Z_fh5sPkEv3aOYztVkOJBqKmmdh4DqUYWwpk_p4ugNa_cAic9xutlf4WLRjvCPM8KuVwGc1N5LJLh16PYDFr7D7w5IzSCDL2Odz_qRjOQKlGjR0ydJ1bmfhi1xM9efcCmh14gRUdrVB1nFeMg-gyXlmunRqn0NcSgWO5LYKKZz3Bs1KV_RYU9VeKx5Yz-sunVHqmnMEY_f4JSws36RTzv7jI9dz8CGHWG7UKZrFWPkSP2By89IIVcqhLT8V-8_l1cQlnwheTzCbTGcZnEJFPyZkz31BYXL0kF8b_WISDF0JaSZx_9bIIa3FD-KBQCDJM_FVSJyECoegVTngCX66uJUHnirA_vMNTGTD9gptFybmmbpsh2SX8IdOOh3Ytnzp7dSyOeFtOGGiovY_Ju0w_KG6ba6utVQeFB5fqePjtgktFRiDBzbhQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifOSaD4nF5um5DpJ-0dogXOnSoxHZQ%3A1756174003073&q=Foliage+Appearance&ved=2ahUKEwi-xff8saePAxUx78kDHSBeG2cQxccNegUI0QEQAw&mstk=AUtExfBnw5p9Tl22Z_fh5sPkEv3aOYztVkOJBqKmmdh4DqUYWwpk_p4ugNa_cAic9xutlf4WLRjvCPM8KuVwGc1N5LJLh16PYDFr7D7w5IzSCDL2Odz_qRjOQKlGjR0ydJ1bmfhi1xM9efcCmh14gRUdrVB1nFeMg-gyXlmunRqn0NcSgWO5LYKKZz3Bs1KV_RYU9VeKx5Yz-sunVHqmnMEY_f4JSws36RTzv7jI9dz8CGHWG7UKZrFWPkSP2By89IIVcqhLT8V-8_l1cQlnwheTzCbTGcZnEJFPyZkz31BYXL0kF8b_WISDF0JaSZx_9bIIa3FD-KBQCDJM_FVSJyECoegVTngCX66uJUHnirA_vMNTGTD9gptFybmmbpsh2SX8IdOOh3Ytnzp7dSyOeFtOGGiovY_Ju0w_KG6ba6utVQeFB5fqePjtgktFRiDBzbhQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifOSaD4nF5um5DpJ-0dogXOnSoxHZQ%3A1756174003073&q=Foliage+Appearance&ved=2ahUKEwi-xff8saePAxUx78kDHSBeG2cQxccNegUI0QEQAw&mstk=AUtExfBnw5p9Tl22Z_fh5sPkEv3aOYztVkOJBqKmmdh4DqUYWwpk_p4ugNa_cAic9xutlf4WLRjvCPM8KuVwGc1N5LJLh16PYDFr7D7w5IzSCDL2Odz_qRjOQKlGjR0ydJ1bmfhi1xM9efcCmh14gRUdrVB1nFeMg-gyXlmunRqn0NcSgWO5LYKKZz3Bs1KV_RYU9VeKx5Yz-sunVHqmnMEY_f4JSws36RTzv7jI9dz8CGHWG7UKZrFWPkSP2By89IIVcqhLT8V-8_l1cQlnwheTzCbTGcZnEJFPyZkz31BYXL0kF8b_WISDF0JaSZx_9bIIa3FD-KBQCDJM_FVSJyECoegVTngCX66uJUHnirA_vMNTGTD9gptFybmmbpsh2SX8IdOOh3Ytnzp7dSyOeFtOGGiovY_Ju0w_KG6ba6utVQeFB5fqePjtgktFRiDBzbhQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifOSaD4nF5um5DpJ-0dogXOnSoxHZQ%3A1756174003073&q=Fungal+Issues&ved=2ahUKEwi-xff8saePAxUx78kDHSBeG2cQxccNegUIywEQAw&mstk=AUtExfBnw5p9Tl22Z_fh5sPkEv3aOYztVkOJBqKmmdh4DqUYWwpk_p4ugNa_cAic9xutlf4WLRjvCPM8KuVwGc1N5LJLh16PYDFr7D7w5IzSCDL2Odz_qRjOQKlGjR0ydJ1bmfhi1xM9efcCmh14gRUdrVB1nFeMg-gyXlmunRqn0NcSgWO5LYKKZz3Bs1KV_RYU9VeKx5Yz-sunVHqmnMEY_f4JSws36RTzv7jI9dz8CGHWG7UKZrFWPkSP2By89IIVcqhLT8V-8_l1cQlnwheTzCbTGcZnEJFPyZkz31BYXL0kF8b_WISDF0JaSZx_9bIIa3FD-KBQCDJM_FVSJyECoegVTngCX66uJUHnirA_vMNTGTD9gptFybmmbpsh2SX8IdOOh3Ytnzp7dSyOeFtOGGiovY_Ju0w_KG6ba6utVQeFB5fqePjtgktFRiDBzbhQ&csui=3
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LITTLELEAF LINDEN 
 
The littleleaf linden (Tilia cordata) is a popular shade tree with both advantages and disadvantages. It's 
known for its attractive pyramidal shape, fragrant flowers, and tolerance of various conditions, but it can 
also be susceptible to certain pests and diseases, and its flowers and seeds can be messy. 
 

             
Pros: 

• Attractive Form and Foliage: 

The littleleaf linden has a dense, pyramidal shape and heart-shaped, dark green leaves that turn yellow 
in the fall, adding visual interest to landscapes.  

• Fragrant Flowers: 

It produces fragrant, yellow-white flowers in early summer, which attract bees and other pollinators.  

• Adaptable and Tolerant: 

The tree can tolerate a wide range of soil conditions, including both wet and dry environments, and is 
relatively tolerant of pollution, making it suitable for urban settings.  

• Good Shade Tree: 

Its dense canopy provides ample shade, making it a good choice for yards and public spaces.  

• Relatively Pest-Resistant: 

While susceptible to some pests, the littleleaf linden generally has fewer serious insect and disease 
problems compared to some other trees.  

• Hardy: 
It is hardy in zones 3-7, meaning it can withstand a wide range of climates. 
  

Cons: 

• Potential for Pests and Diseases: 

Aphids, Japanese beetles, spider mites, and other insects can be problematic. Aphids, in particular, can 
cause sticky honeydew and sooty mold on the leaves.  



• Messy: 

The flowers and seeds can be messy, potentially littering lawns and sidewalks.  

• Surface Roots: 

In some cases, surface roots can pose problems with sidewalks and other paved areas.  

• Salt Sensitivity: 

Some littleleaf linden cultivars are sensitive to road salt, so caution should be taken when planting near 
streets and driveways.  

• Slow Growth: 

Linden trees are generally slow-growing, so it may take some time to achieve significant size and shade.  

• Not good for small landscapes: 
As it is a medium to large size tree, it may not be ideal for smaller landscapes.  
 

 



SILVER LINDEN 
 
Silver Linden trees (Tilia tomentosa) offer several benefits, including their tolerance of urban conditions, 
beautiful silvery foliage, and fragrant flowers. However, they can be susceptible to certain pests and 
diseases, and their dense shade may not be suitable for all landscapes. 
 

               
Pros: 

• Urban Tolerance: 

Silver Lindens thrive in urban environments, tolerating pollution, compacted soil, and small planting 
spaces.  

• Aesthetically Pleasing: 

The tree's silvery-green leaves, especially noticeable when ruffled by the wind, add a unique visual 
appeal.  

• Fragrant Flowers: 

The fragrant, creamy-yellow flowers in early summer attract bees and butterflies, making it a good 
choice for pollinator gardens.  

• Shade Provider: 

Silver Lindens provide dense shade, making them suitable for creating comfortable outdoor spaces.  

• Relatively Low Maintenance: 

They generally require minimal pruning and are known for their hardiness.  

• Deer Resistance: 
Young trees may be nibbled by deer, but generally, mature silver lindens are resistant.  

Cons: 

• Pest and Disease Susceptibility: 

While generally hardy, silver lindens can be affected by aphids, borers, leaf miners, and other insects, 
which can lead to issues like sooty mold.  

 



• Dense Shade: 

The dense canopy can make it difficult for other plants to grow underneath.  

• Japanese Beetle Attraction: 

Like other lindens, the leaves are a favorite food source for Japanese beetles, which can skeletonize 
them.  

• Girdling Roots: 

Improper planting or restricted root space can lead to girdling roots.  

• Potential Mess: 
Aphids secrete a sticky substance called honeydew, which can make surfaces underneath the tree 
messy.  
 



LONDON PLANE 
 
London plane trees offer urban resilience with pollution tolerance, rapid growth, and resistance to pests 
and disease, but their aggressive roots can damage infrastructure, and their fuzzy leaves and seeds are 
irritating to some people, especially those with asthma. They also create a mess with shedding bark and 
falling leaves and require frequent maintenance if pollarded. 
 

            
Pros 

• Urban Tolerance: 

Highly adaptable to urban conditions, enduring compacted soils, various pH levels, and polluted air.  

• Pest & Disease Resistance: 

Generally resistant to common tree pests and diseases, making them a reliable choice for city plantings.  

• Fast Growth & Longevity: 

Grow quickly and can live for centuries, quickly establishing shade in urban environments.  

• Distinctive Appearance: 

Exfoliating bark shows colorful inner bark, creating a unique and attractive camouflage pattern.  

• Structural Strength: 
Develops massive trunks and wide canopies, creating significant shade and heat control in cities.  

Cons 

• Aggressive Root System: 

Their vigorous and tough roots can lift sidewalks, damage curbs and foundations, and infiltrate sewer 
pipes.  

• Messy Shedding: 

Sheds fuzzy leaves, seeds, and bark, which can create a mess and pose disposal challenges.  

 

 



• Health Irritants: 

The "dust" on young leaves and seeds can cause severe coughing, allergic reactions, and worsen asthma 
symptoms.  

• Large Size: 

Their impressive size may be unsuitable for small spaces or tightly confined planting areas.  

• Messy Cleanup: 

Falling leaves are tough and can take time to decompose completely, contributing to a larger disposal 
problem.  

• Pollarding Maintenance: 
If pollarded for their shape, they require frequent and annual pruning, which is a high maintenance 
practice.  
 



AMERICAN MOUNTAIN ASH 
 
American mountain ash offers attractive white spring flowers, persistent orange-red winter berries that 
feed birds, and is native to North America, thriving in cool climates and well-drained, slightly acidic 
soil. However, it is highly susceptible to diseases like fire blight and scab, attracts pests such as borers, 
and requires consistent moisture without waterlogging, making it a poor choice for hot, humid, or polluted 
environments. 
 

 
 

Pros: 
 

• Ornamental Value: 
 

Features beautiful white spring flowers and vibrant red-orange berries that persist through the 
winter, providing a stunning display.  
 

• Wildlife Support: 
 

The berries are an important food source for birds and small wildlife, especially during winter 
months, according to PictureThis.  
 

• Native Species: 
 

A North American native tree, making it a good choice for landscapes seeking to support local 
ecosystems, notes HowStuffWorks.  
 

• Adaptable to Soil: 
 

Thrives in well-drained, sandy or loamy, acidic soils and is adaptable to various garden conditions.  
 
• Not a Messy Tree: 
 

The small berries are not considered a messy fruit that requires significant cleanup.  
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https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS821US821&cs=0&sca_esv=8e23599b05dcda53&sxsrf=AE3TifMbb8XdfYJWX9erYFjNHr102vMzSw%3A1756143581684&q=Not+a+Messy+Tree&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwia0a_SwKaPAxVMlIkEHWHKNxQQxccNegQIJBAD&mstk=AUtExfAVd_y70FHVk0Nr01r-IwYC1VuKC30ymw4RSVG9ZBaMSJfEEUS1FxZzhczSxkq9gwC9XVWqIWSnxcrf6VmSc2cP21NaH6eV-CmlE2jNcdXd4UosBDetEtGdTycQwHYqwnGliTB7VWHZOSckfw4HXyIPri5IpRfdfezgAxU3F-E7irLtPJSs2KM4KH6ws3msFxjjwTStX5YCWlH2KtVlqJmH5y382swsfWmFA6NFZ8swKhZbubcDGvzB-m87cFRFR5B4Z-ftRgs_E1KzCrp-IhRb4kHsp8Wvi8DMJ21dwGl3ZQCDVH3DUY1g2WI_PzMwKoroitedyWkKj2tAhTuqXgMuQ4h2bmF7en5PmQfhdAE8peJuZSxWcgKPfcEy9IChi5kRiO7JBPtZpzvHhU1ktQVvWhDe_LCYPHk0yuXLrw2yrk0vtJwxQ4UNU21nR5JjNU-QggScJ4k8jtpKsN8Gj6je1AU4VymBK8pdVLu1m1tsV2vjFFhIajNL66KEyJyiydd1QtfTOsKJ__Gjp_BW&csui=3


Cons: 

 
• Susceptible to Pests: 

Highly vulnerable to borers, which can cause significant damage to the tree.  

• Prone to Disease: 

A severe problem for American mountain ash is bacterial fire blight and scab, a fungal disease that 
can cause significant defoliation.  

• Requires a Cool Climate: 

Only grows well in USDA zones 2-5 and does not tolerate the heat and humidity of southern 
regions, according to Birds and Blooms.  

• Environmental Sensitivity: 

Does not tolerate pollution, drought, salt, or waterlogged conditions, making site selection critical 
for its health, says Gardening Know How.  

• Poisonous Seeds: 
The seeds are reported to be poisonous, and caution should be exercised, especially with 
children, notes the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.  
 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/mountain-ash-tree/
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/trees/ash/showy-mountain-ash-trees.htm
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=soam3


BUR OAK 
 
Bur oak pros include its exceptional toughness with resilience to drought, alkaline soils, urban conditions, 
and diseases, providing dense shade and valuable wildlife habitat with its large acorns. Cons are its large 
size, making it unsuitable for small yards, its slow growth and large, fringed acorns that can be a nuisance, 
and its poor transplant success. 
 

            
Pros 

• Exceptional Resilience: Bur Oaks are known for their ability to thrive in adverse conditions, including 
drought, poor drainage, compacted soils, and heat.  

• Urban Tolerance: They are resistant to air pollution and heat stress, making them a good choice for urban 
or difficult planting sites.  

• Wildlife Value: The tree provides significant food and cover for various wildlife, including squirrels, deer, 
and birds, thanks to its large acorns.  

• Disease and Pest Resistant: Bur Oaks are very hearty and face few major insect or disease problems.  

• Longevity: They are a long-lived species, with lifespans potentially exceeding 200 to 300 years.  

• Excellent Shade: Bur Oaks produce dense shade, making them excellent for large landscapes.  

Cons 

• Size: 

Their large mature size, reaching up to 80 feet or more, makes them inappropriate for smaller yards or 
planting near buildings and power lines.  

• Acorn Drop: 

The large acorns and their uniquely fringed, mossy caps can be a nuisance when dropped near 
driveways, patios, or homes.  

 



• Slow Growth: 

The trees have a relatively slow growth rate, which can be a drawback for those wanting large trees 
quickly.  

• Transplanting Difficulty: 

Bur Oaks are known to be difficult to transplant successfully.  

• Limited Fall Color: 
Their fall foliage typically turns a dull yellow or brown, which may not be as aesthetically pleasing as 
other oaks with more vibrant fall colors.  
 



CHINKAPIN OAK 
 
Chinkapin oaks are adaptable, drought-tolerant, and provide valuable resources for wildlife through their 
sweet acorns. However, they are difficult to transplant successfully, have a slow growth rate, and require 
careful site selection due to their large size and potential to drop large quantities of acorns and 
leaves. They also prefer alkaline soils, which can limit their suitable planting locations. 
 

       
Pros 

• Adaptable and Drought Tolerant: 

Chinkapin oaks can thrive in various conditions, including woodlands and barrens, and are resistant to 
drought once established.  

• Wildlife Friendly: 

The tree produces an abundant supply of sweet, high-quality acorns that are a dependable food source 
for wildlife, including deer, squirrels, and birds.  

• Low Maintenance: 

Once established, chinkapin oaks are relatively low-maintenance, being quite resistant to many 
common insect pests and diseases.  

• Soil Tolerance: 

The tree tolerates a variety of soils, but thrives in alkaline conditions.  

• Lumber Value: 
The wood from chinkapin oaks is valuable and can be used for various purposes, including furniture, 
cabinetry, and fuel.  

Cons 

• Difficult to Transplant: 

A significant drawback is the difficulty in successfully transplanting them. They have a deep taproot, 
and when grown as a balled-and-burlapped specimen, a large portion of this root system is removed, 
making survival difficult.  



• Large Size: 

Chinkapin oaks grow into very large trees, reaching heights of 40-50 feet and spreading 50-60 feet, so 
they require ample space and should not be planted under power lines or too near houses.  

• Acorn and Leaf Litter: 

The trees produce a large quantity of acorns and leaves, which can accumulate and require raking, 
potentially making them less desirable in ornamental settings.  

• Slow Growth: 

Compared to other ornamental trees, chinkapin oaks grow at a slow to moderate rate, which can be a 
disadvantage for those seeking a fast-growing large tree.  

• Specific Soil Needs: 
They have a preference for alkaline soils and should not be planted in acidic soils.  
 



NORTHERN RED OAK 
 
Northern red oak trees offer beautiful red-russet fall foliage, fast growth for an oak (up to 2 feet/year 
initially), excellent shade, and strong, dense lumber for furniture and flooring. However, they produce 
large, messy acorns, are susceptible to the deadly oak wilt disease, and their open-grained wood is not 
suitable for water-contact projects due to susceptibility to rot and water staining. 
 

         
Pros of Northern Red Oak 

• Fast-Growing: 

For an oak tree, the northern red oak is a fast grower, reaching over 2 feet in height for the first 5-10 
years when conditions are ideal.  

• Aesthetic Appeal: 

It boasts a magnificent red-russet fall color and provides excellent, dense shade for its landscape.  

• Wildlife Value: 

The acorns are a preferred food source for many animals, including blue jays, squirrels, wild turkeys, 
and deer, making them a valuable addition to ecosystems.  

• Lumber Quality: 

The wood is hard, strong, and dense, with a clear grain that makes it excellent for furniture, cabinets, 
flooring, and other domestic projects.  

• Adaptability: 
It is a hardy tree that can grow in a wide range of conditions and is relatively easy to transplant.  

Cons of Northern Red Oak 

• Messy Acorns: 

The large acorns can create a tripping hazard and can be considered messy, especially on lawns and 
patios.  

• Oak Wilt Susceptibility: 

This tree is susceptible to oak wilt, a serious and deadly fungal disease that can harm or kill the tree.  

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifMcoSCFdgSDADsYecdkbDQVNF8Asw%3A1756176569591&q=oak+wilt&ved=2ahUKEwjgst_Eu6ePAxUsv4kEHU-9J-YQxccNegUI8AEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfCegOJ-a_6T6Z96fjbI3NcxMI8l-xxTnovcwJpy90kYIh1aa98_L165BhLRtoBPWig8UIkjYqQnnpF1IiQNgp9C_Qm4COpp6TdYPZPJ6dmhv03KLFyI6TM1HvpwB71wioIFdmK8ewDv5po-BTW5VjM4jHMw9rphV6BsqYXrqxxDLv-YF_eMDsmxfZLUYRue1J0XmPcUI728tN5PX0bAzYm8joeZW1wcStgfYa_9rwxs0oWZW0_ylnHpHOWOcU31_sKxdSLkFCE25OxaLp6riVywzKeX5JQnO8W_j3BrZJM8mN75R1CBla5RD_juvZSmf6K7oPbCLULdLugTDBJPjRfJuHiVtdjZz0aN324PFBzff93nAF2r3cwx2IzQKWtGPEcA2nnGFuVX2Pt02WoafK1JEOrrh9hSwHhwJWfeIUHodxca8Q78mBjv5S2dI4TR2wIn7YiA-eVHff3G9r9gbg&csui=3


• Not for Wet Areas: 

Red oak is not suitable for projects requiring contact with water, as its open pores allow water 
penetration, leading to unsightly black stains and faster rotting.  

• Large Size: 

Mature trees can become quite large, with branches reaching 60 feet and roots spreading widely, 
requiring at least 25 feet of clearance from buildings.  

• Sun and Soil Requirements: 
For best growth, they need full sun and well-draining soil, as they can do poorly in partial shade or in 
high-pH alkaline soils.  
 



PIN OAK 
 
Pin oaks are fast-growing, tough landscape trees with a distinctive pyramidal shape and excellent red-to-
bronze fall color, thriving in wet, acidic soils and providing food for wildlife. However, they are susceptible 
to iron chlorosis in alkaline soils, their lower branches can cause problems with walkways, they drop messy 
fruit, and their shallow roots may damage sidewalks over time. 
 

       
Pros 

• Fast Growth: Pin oaks grow relatively quickly, allowing for quicker shade and a more established l  
andscape compared to slower-growing oaks.  

• Pyramidal Form: They have a classic, attractive pyramidal shape, especially during their first 40 years, with 
a straight, strong trunk.  

• Excellent Fall Color: The leaves turn an outstanding red-to-bronze color in the fall, which can last for a 
long time due to a gradual color change.  

• Adaptable to Soil: They are known to flourish in wet, compacted, and sandy soils.  

• High Survival Rate: Pin oaks have a high survival rate when transplanted.  

• Provides Wildlife Food: The small, squat acorns produced by the tree provide food for wildlife.  

• Pollution Tolerance: They are relatively tolerant of urban conditions and pollution.  

Cons 

• Iron Chlorosis: 

On alkaline soils, they are prone to iron chlorosis, a condition where leaves turn yellow due to nutrient 
deficiency, which can be fatal to mature trees.  

• Drooping Branches: 

The low, arching branches can interfere with pedestrian and vehicular traffic, making them unsuitable 
for many street or walkway plantings.  

 



• Messy Fruit: 

The small acorns can create a mess in the landscape and require occasional clean-up.  

• Shallow Roots: 

Their shallow root system can cause issues with sidewalks and other structures, potentially leading to 
buckling.  

• Disease Vulnerability: 

Like other oaks, they can be vulnerable to diseases such as oak wilt, and vigilance is needed for 
preventative measures.  

• Soil Needs: 
They are naturally adapted to moist, acidic soils and struggle in very dry conditions, chalky soil, or areas 
with high soil pH.  
 



SWAMP WHITE OAK 
 
Swamp white oak trees (Quercus bicolor) offer several advantages like adaptability to various soil 
conditions, attractive fall foliage, and wildlife value, but they also have drawbacks such as potential for 
messy acorn drop and large size. 
 

                

Pros: 

• Adaptability: 

Swamp white oaks thrive in a range of conditions, including moist to wet soils, compacted soil, and even 
some drought and salt exposure, making them versatile for various landscapes.  

• Aesthetic Appeal: 

They produce attractive fall color in shades of yellow, bronze, and red-purple, and their dark green 
leaves are leathery and 3-7 inches long.  

• Wildlife Value: 

Swamp white oaks are known for attracting wildlife with their acorns, which are a food source for deer, 
turkey, squirrels, and other animals.  

• Low Maintenance: 

These trees are generally low-maintenance, requiring minimal care once established.  

• Longevity: 

Swamp white oaks are long-lived trees, potentially reaching several hundred years old.  

• Good Shade: 

They provide ample shade due to their large size and spreading canopy.  

• Durable Wood: 
Swamp white oak wood is heavy, hard, and moderately durable, making it suitable for woodworking.  

Cons: 



• Size: 

Swamp white oaks can grow quite large, potentially 60 feet tall and wide, which may not be suitable for 
all landscapes.  

• Acorn Drop: 

They produce a large number of acorns, especially during masting years, which can be messy and 
require cleanup.  

• Soil Preferences: 

While adaptable, they prefer moist, acidic soils and may experience issues like chlorosis (yellowing of 
leaves) if the soil is not acidic enough.  

• Wood Quality: 

While the wood is durable, it may be less valuable than other white oaks due to the retention of lower 
branches and relative scarcity.  

• Potential for Mess: 
The combination of large size, acorn drop, and potential for leaf litter can require more maintenance 
than some other tree species.  
 

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&sca_esv=387577c92efe95ba&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&biw=1536&bih=695&sxsrf=AE3TifOVo65GM_TaRjqrstD1z2cOcCUJCg%3A1756177184822&q=chlorosis&ved=2ahUKEwjskY7qvaePAxXPlYkEHQ5eFcYQxccNegUIogEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfDdfKG6i-y05kIGvldECv1W2Xw9jiWElVOGjMrNUqq2ky4x0XjQfxKD7AXivQaX1EF15-TNGEZub6t5VS0l6tlF54lTEFhs2fBtyuBbSlk34Ywv4kw8x8jlB7QzS8E27mzWcj1153O23Qvg_2QEv8j_1wL8TADeDW1V90NhiaQLhGS9hi8UvdRS66dX30Zai7CKjYGcjqo70GmrblSokdn8WMWPeZlZe-49u8_SCgBD6hfXPISie5vgzCgOd_DZCo6VJYYFloAYHWNy0Fld2Irad4QwExarpMRgr64zBMHJBHjI3VOe6MEWMRXe_ac0iFgI__en3Vm6fBtbyuejHKPBEa0cI8cbxTy5TEftohmOjSqYu8gQLAn3g8PsFqxdShQRAd0SkxMKpXLQuca-sJZSITZxNOhiqYzNTkKt1IIvPDPa8vgjPyKbCU1Y-mBhN_PHBHnnGU1DO9TSIf8nYw&csui=3


EASTERN REDBUD 
 
The Eastern Redbud is a popular native ornamental tree prized for its striking early-spring floral display. 
While it is highly adaptable and wildlife-friendly, it is also known for a relatively short lifespan and 
susceptibility to specific diseases.  

 

 

Pros 

• Stunning Spring Blooms: One of the first trees to bloom in spring, it produces clusters of rosy-pink or 

purple pea-like flowers directly on its branches and trunk before leaves emerge. 

• Wildlife Support: The nectar is a vital early food source for pollinators like bees and butterflies, while 

the seeds feed birds such as cardinals and quail. 

• Unique Foliage: Features broad, heart-shaped leaves that turn a soft yellow in the fall. 

• Versatile and Compact: Growing typically 20–30 feet tall, it fits well in smaller yards, as an understory 

tree, or in urban settings. 

• Adaptable: Tolerates a wide range of soil types and can handle full sun to partial shade. 

• Low Maintenance: Once established, it is relatively drought-tolerant and requires minimal pruning.  

Cons 

• Short Lifespan: On average, it lives only 20 to 30 years, though healthy specimens can sometimes 

reach 50–70 years. 

• Disease Susceptibility: Vulnerable to canker, verticillium wilt, and leaf spot, which can be fatal if the 

tree is stressed. 

• Weak Wood: Older trees can have brittle wood that is prone to splitting at the crotches or breaking 

under heavy snow and ice. 



• Self-Seeding "Mess": It produces bean-like seed pods that can drop and sprout numerous "volunteer" 

saplings in your garden or lawn. 

• Poor Transplanting: Because it develops a deep taproot quickly, it does not transplant well and should 

be planted when young. 

• Pest Buffet: The leaves are often favored by various leaf-eating insects, which can lead to a "mangled" 

appearance by late summer.  

 



ALLEGHENY SERVICEBERRY 
 
Allegheny Serviceberry's pros include attracting pollinators, providing edible berries, offering year-round 
visual interest with white flowers and orange fall foliage, and tolerating various soil conditions. Its cons 
include developing a shrubby form without pruning, a susceptibility to common pests like leaf miners and 
diseases like fire blight and rust, potential rot in fruit during wet weather, and requiring consistent 
moisture, as it tolerates drought poorly. 
 

       
Pros 

• Pollinator Attraction: White spring flowers attract birds and butterflies.  

• Edible Fruit: Produces small, purple berries that can be used in jams, pies, and other dishes.  

• Multi-Season Interest: Features beautiful white flowers in spring, foliage that turns orange in the fall, and 
produces fruit in early summer.  

• Wildlife Food Source: The fruit is a valuable food source for birds.  

• Adaptable: Can tolerate a wide range of soil types and grows well in full sun to partial shade.  

• Versatile Use: Suitable for various landscape uses, including small shade trees, hedges, borders, and 
woodland settings.  

Cons 

• Pests and Diseases: Can be affected by leaf miners, borers, aphids, spider mites, fire blight, and rust.  

• Fruit Rot: The berries can rot in wet conditions.  

• Requires consistent moisture: Tolerates drought poorly and does best with consistently moist soil.  

• Pruning Needed for Tree Form: Tends to grow shrub-like and requires pruning to achieve a tree shape.  

• Short-lived: Can be a fairly short-lived tree.  

• Sucker Production: May produce root suckers that need pruning.  
 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=6d88a22af351a497&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMkCkUktyCJ1JD4Zlqmx-33M3Eptg%3A1756179329949&q=leaf+miners&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjb2dvoxaePAxW8hIkEHSkbHYMQxccNegQIBRAB&mstk=AUtExfC5IuOmaO6Q_arJjQk13vP8hlYEDGneY9JYBevQtj6MdCISnKQe3Hx4OeuAngKxVdR4NeXkEYxjrn-zaLZ4ySd46k8A6MtEQ-C1FJUJ2zVjSJ9wZJpqsVLb336qeAA1YmO-ADLwe9KoXUNZedYchdymxChPEvS6GHr_lE5tgnzPToZX1noimWe4Qa8SfkAvFayuqn2qlzgmSxgoxJAlPj8vO7kG_nKiCcpFkDK57JEu67sP6vjuNg6-eliEufca5UsMTGZxBJeE_uuYs3LBYRszXO-OrgBZnqKOCqM24u__7gPtlbri1_nqhEIAoRHJmIt4QB9Hi_LiUrhJIw9qfFu4UG6tY6XZejX8l9aoThiciCqkZZfGLPtzUDx4OJBGG9Ur4Te3LfOR7PCVCeCjeL2zSd7wKsCY5oUHR38znFJ_E6b2BXNWCiPmOBNiRPzmADViakALGmlgIZxiFFHRzA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=6d88a22af351a497&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS1162US1162&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifMkCkUktyCJ1JD4Zlqmx-33M3Eptg%3A1756179329949&q=fire+blight&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjb2dvoxaePAxW8hIkEHSkbHYMQxccNegQIBRAC&mstk=AUtExfC5IuOmaO6Q_arJjQk13vP8hlYEDGneY9JYBevQtj6MdCISnKQe3Hx4OeuAngKxVdR4NeXkEYxjrn-zaLZ4ySd46k8A6MtEQ-C1FJUJ2zVjSJ9wZJpqsVLb336qeAA1YmO-ADLwe9KoXUNZedYchdymxChPEvS6GHr_lE5tgnzPToZX1noimWe4Qa8SfkAvFayuqn2qlzgmSxgoxJAlPj8vO7kG_nKiCcpFkDK57JEu67sP6vjuNg6-eliEufca5UsMTGZxBJeE_uuYs3LBYRszXO-OrgBZnqKOCqM24u__7gPtlbri1_nqhEIAoRHJmIt4QB9Hi_LiUrhJIw9qfFu4UG6tY6XZejX8l9aoThiciCqkZZfGLPtzUDx4OJBGG9Ur4Te3LfOR7PCVCeCjeL2zSd7wKsCY5oUHR38znFJ_E6b2BXNWCiPmOBNiRPzmADViakALGmlgIZxiFFHRzA&csui=3


AUTUMN BRILLIANCE SERVICEBERRY 
 
The 'Autumn Brilliance' Serviceberry is an excellent small tree offering 4-season interest with white spring 
flowers, edible berries for wildlife and humans, and brilliant fall foliage. However, potential drawbacks 
include its short blooming period, tendency to produce root suckers, susceptibility to leaf spot and other 
diseases (though generally resistant), and the fruits' short ripening window and ability to stain hard 
surfaces if not eaten by birds. It's also important to note that for the best fruit production, planting more 
than one genetically different serviceberry nearby is beneficial. 
 

        
Pros of the 'Autumn Brilliance' Serviceberry 

• Multi-Season Interest: 

It provides showy white flowers in spring, edible berries in early summer, and striking red-orange fall 
color.  

• Wildlife-Friendly: 

The flowers attract pollinators like bees and butterflies, and its fruit is a favorite food for birds.  

• Edible Fruit: 

The berries are edible, tasty, and can be used to make jams, pies, or eaten fresh.  

• Adaptable: 

It tolerates a variety of site and soil conditions, including shadier conditions, and is hardy in USDA zones 
3-9.  

• Good for Small Spaces: 

Its smaller stature and ability to be pruned to a tree or clump form make it suitable for small yards, 
patios, or as a screen.  

• Disease and Pest Resistance: 

'Autumn Brilliance' is fairly resistant to common diseases and pests, such as fire blight and leaf spot.  



• Non-Toxic and Not Invasive: 
The tree is non-toxic to humans and pets, and as a cultivar of a native species, it poses no invasiveness 
risk in North American landscapes.  

Cons of the 'Autumn Brilliance' Serviceberry 

• Root Suckers: 

It can produce root suckers, which may require management to maintain a tree form.  

• Short Bloom Period: 

The spring flowering period lasts only about two weeks.  

• Fruit Ripens Quickly: 

The berries ripen and fall off the tree quickly, often being eaten by birds before they can be harvested 
by humans.  

• Staining: 

Unripe or fallen berries can stain patios and other hard surfaces if not eaten by birds.  

• Disease Susceptibility: 

While generally resistant, it can occasionally be affected by diseases like leaf spot, rust, or fire blight.  

• Needs Pollinator Partners for Fruit: 
While partially self-fertile, it produces more fruit when two different, genetically distinct serviceberries 
are planted nearby.  
 



DOWNY SERVICEBERRY 
 
The downy serviceberry tree offers pros such as its beautiful multi-season interest, which includes early 
white flowers, edible berries, good fall color, and attractive bark, and its ecological benefits, providing 
food and shelter for wildlife and pollinators. However, cons include potential disease issues like fire blight 
and rust, potential pest problems like aphids and leaf miners, and the fact that its flowers and fruit can be 
messy when they drop. 
 

         
Pros of the Downy Serviceberry 

• Four-Season Interest: 

The tree provides year-round appeal with its early spring white flowers, summer berries, and attractive 
fall foliage colors.  

• Edible Berries: 

The berries are edible and can be used to make jams, jellies, and pies.  

• Wildlife Support: 

It is a keystone species, providing food and habitat for numerous insects, birds, and small mammals.  

• Low Maintenance: 

It is a generally hardy and pest-resistant tree that is adaptable to various soil conditions.  

• Non-Invasive Roots: 
Its roots are not invasive, allowing other plants to be easily grown underneath.  

Cons of the Downy Serviceberry 

• Susceptible to Pests & Diseases: 

Like other members of the rose family, it can be prone to diseases like fire blight and rust, and can be 
affected by pests such as aphids and leaf miners.  

• Messy Flowers and Fruit: 

The flowers and fruits can drop, creating some cleanup and maintenance for the surrounding area.  

 



• Can Be Chlorotic: 

The tree can become chlorotic (displaying yellow leaves) in alkaline soils.  

• Susceptible to Wind: 

It does not tolerate strong winds well.  

• Prone to Browsing: 
Seedlings are often browsed by rabbits and deer, and can be destroyed before they can recover.  
 



TULIPTREE 
 

   
The tuliptree, also known as the tulip poplar, is a fast-growing native shade tree valued for its majestic 

height and unique tulip-shaped flowers. While it offers significant ecological benefits and rapid shade, its 

immense mature size and relatively weak wood can make it a challenging choice for standard residential 

yards.  

Pros 

• Rapid Growth: It is one of the fastest-growing native hardwoods, often adding 2 feet of height per year. 

• Exceptional Shade: Due to its massive canopy and height (reaching 70–90 feet or more), it provides 

extensive cooling shade for large properties. 

• Aesthetic Appeal: It features distinct four-lobed leaves that turn a vibrant golden yellow in autumn. In 

late spring, it produces attractive yellow-green flowers with an orange band at the base. 

• Wildlife Support: The nectar-rich flowers are a major food source for bees, hummingbirds, and 

butterflies, while the seeds feed squirrels and various birds. 

• Disease Resistance: When healthy and planted in ideal conditions, it is generally resistant to many 

common pests and diseases.  

Cons 

• Massive Mature Size: Because it can reach heights of 100+ feet, it is often too large for average 

suburban yards and should be planted at least 100 feet away from buildings and power lines. 

• Weak Wood & Storm Damage: Its rapid growth can lead to brittle wood that is prone to snapping or 

shedding large limbs during high winds, ice, or snowstorms. 

• Messiness: It is considered a "messy" tree due to the frequent dropping of large petals after blooming, 

samaras (winged seeds) in fall, and massive quantities of leaves. 



• Drought Sensitivity: It has low tolerance for drought; prolonged dry periods can cause premature 

yellowing, leaf scorch, and early leaf drop. 

• Pest Issues: It is highly susceptible to aphids, which can produce "honeydew"—a sticky substance that 

coats everything beneath the tree and can lead to unsightly sooty mold. 

• Shallow Root System: Its large, shallow roots can make it difficult to grow grass or other plants directly 

beneath it and may eventually interfere with nearby pavement or structures.  

Recommended Cultivars for Smaller Spaces  

If you have a smaller landscape but want a tuliptree, consider these more compact or narrow varieties:  

• Liriodendron tulipifera 'Arnold': A narrow, columnar form that grows roughly 60 feet tall and only 20 

feet wide. 

• Liriodendron tulipifera 'Ardis': A dwarf variety with significantly reduced leaf size and overall stature, 

making it better suited for compact landscapes.  
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