
CHAPTER 19, ARTICLE 2. – TREES 

Sec. 19-31. - Definitions. 

Dangerous trees means trees that have structural defects or are otherwise weakened, making it likely 

to fail, either partially or completely, which pose a risk to people and property, potentially causing 

injury, damage, or death. 

Park trees means trees, shrubs, bushes and all other woody vegetation in public parks and all other 

areas owned by the city. 

Private trees means all trees within the city other than park trees and street trees. 

Public property means any property owned or controlled by the city including, but not limited to, 

parks, boulevards, public buildings and grounds, rights-of-way, and easements. 

Right-of-way means a street, alley, or other thoroughfare or easement permanently established for 

the passage of persons or vehicles. 

Street trees means trees, shrubs, bushes and all other woody vegetation on land lying on the street 

right-of-way on either side of all streets, avenues or rights-of-way within the city. 

Topping means the severe cutting back of tree limbs to such a degree as to remove the normal canopy 

and disfigure the tree. 

Tree lawn means the area between the curb or edge of pavement and the public sidewalk or right-of-

way line if no sidewalk is present. 

Sec. 19-32. - Duties generally of city manager and tree committee. 

It shall be the responsibility of the city manager to develop and administer a plan for the care, 

preservation, pruning, planting, replanting, removal or disposition of street trees and park trees. The 

plan will be reviewed and approved by the tree committee of the city council as needed. The 

committee and city manager shall consider, investigate and make findings, reports and 

recommendations upon any special matter or question within the scope of this work. 

Sec. 19-33. - Official street tree species. 

The city manager shall maintain a current list of all recommended street trees; the list is regularly 

updated and is located on the city's website within the tree planting partnership program guide. 

Size class refers to size of the mature tree depending on site conditions and cultivar. 

Small = less than 25 feet; 

Medium = 25—50 feet; 

Large = 50+ feet.  

Sec. 19-34. - Street tree spacing. 

a) The spacing of street trees will be in accordance with the three species size classes listed in section 

19-33, and no trees may be planted closer together than the following: small trees, 15 feet; 



medium and large trees, 25 feet; except in special plantings designed and approved for unusual 

effect, or as approved by both the public works superintendent and city manager. 
 

b) No street trees shall be planted closer than 25 feet from any street corner, measured from the 

point of nearest intersecting sidewalk or sidewalk lines. 
 

c) The location of street trees within the tree lawn shall be as follows unless underground utilities 

interfere: 
  

1) Street trees shall be centered in the tree lawn between the curb and public sidewalk. If no 

sidewalk is present, trees shall be centered between the curb and a line 6.5 feet inside and 

parallel to the right-of-way line of the street. 
 

2) For streets without curbs, street trees shall be centered in the tree lawn between the future 

proposed curb line, as established by the city public works department, and the public 

sidewalk. If no sidewalk is present, trees shall be centered between the future proposed curb 

line and a line 6.5 feet inside and parallel to the right-of-way line of the street. 
 

3) In residential neighborhoods a minimum clear tree lawn width of five feet should be 

maintained for all street trees, unless approved by both the public works superintendent and 

the city manager. 
 

4) The city may enter into contractual arrangements with the owners of private properties for 

the planting and maintenance of trees where there is insufficient space within the tree lawn. 

In such instances, the city may establish a new line of street trees on private properties, with 

property owner approval. Tree species and planting locations shall be determined by the city. 

When such plantings occur, the initial costs of trees and their planting shall be as determined 

by mutual agreement. The proper care of such trees for a period of three years thereafter 

shall be the responsibility of the city. Following such three-year period, the trees shall become 

the responsibility of the property owners. 
 

Sec. 19-35. - Utilities. 
 

No street trees other than small or medium trees referred to in section 19-33 may be planted under 

or within ten lateral feet of any overhead utility wire unless approved by the public works 

superintendent and city manager. 

Sec. 19-36. - Care and maintenance of public trees; private planting in streets, etc. prohibited. 

a) The city shall have the right to plant, replant, prune, maintain and remove trees, plants and shrubs 

within public property including but not limited to the right-of-way of all streets, alleys, avenues, 

lanes, squares and public grounds, as may be necessary to ensure public safety, preservation of 

city infrastructure, or to preserve or enhance the symmetry and beauty of such public grounds. 

 

b) No tree, plant or shrub shall be planted or replanted within public property including but not 

limited to the right-of-way line of any street, alley, lane, square or public grounds by any private 

party, except with a permit issued by the city; private plantings within this area that are damaged 

as a result of utility or infrastructure work are the responsibility of the private party to replace. 

Trees planted without a permit may be removed by the City at the property owner’s expense. 



Sec. 19-37. - Removal of trees on public property. 

a) Trees on public lands within the city, including those within the right-of-way, otherwise known as 

the tree lawn, shall be removed by the city's department of public works or their designee. 
 

b) Trees, or portions thereof, that have fallen on the public right-of-way during a weather event are 

cleared by the city department of public works, or their designee. Only debris that is within the 

public-right-of-way will be removed; it is the private property owner's responsibility to remove all 

debris remaining on private property. 

Sec. 19-38. - Topping. 

It shall be unlawful as a normal practice for any person or city department to top any street tree, park 

tree or other tree on public property. Trees severely damaged by storms or other causes, or certain 

trees under utility wires or other obstructions where other pruning practices are impractical, may be 

exempted from this section at the determination of the city manager or his/her designee. 

Sec. 19-39. - Removal of stumps. 

All stumps of street and park trees shall be removed below the natural surface of the ground to a 

depth of six inches by the city based on schedule availability. 

Sec. 19-40. - Sidewalk damage. 

a) Existing street trees which have caused an upheaval or severe cracking of public sidewalks may 

be removed at such time that sidewalk replacement is ordered by the city or desired by the 

property owner. The necessity for such removal shall be based upon the overall vigor of the tree 

and the extent of conflict with the sidewalk structure, as determined by the city. 
 

b) When removal of an obstructing tree is determined not to be desirable by the city, the city 

manager or his/her designee may direct formation of a sidewalk around the tree as an alternative 

to tree removal. 

 Sec. 19-41. - Private trees. 

a) Private trees are not regulated by the terms of this article, except for the provisions of this section. 

 

b) No person shall plant any tree species listed in the city zoning ordinance as prohibited. 

 

c) No tree shall be planted upon private property within ten feet of any fire hydrant or within three 

feet of the right-of-way line of any street, alley, lane, square or public ground. 

 

d) Every owner of any tree encroaching into any sidewalk or overhanging any street or right-of-way 

within the city shall prune the branches so that such branches shall not obstruct the view of any 

intersection and so that there shall be a clear space of 14 feet above the surface of the street or 

alley and eight feet above the surface of the sidewalk. Such owners shall remove all dead, diseased 

or dangerous trees, or broken or decayed limbs which constitute a nuisance to the safety of the 

public.  

 



e) The city shall have the right to prune or remove any trees on private property that violate Sec. 19-

41(d) or interferes with visibility of any traffic control device or sign. This cost may be passed on 

to the property owner and, if left unpaid, added, with an interest rate established by City Council, 

to property tax bill of the property owner. 

 

Sec. 19-42. - Arbor Day. 

The city shall annually celebrate Arbor Day. Such day shall be recognized and noted each year, by 

proclamation, in conjunction with other cities throughout the United States. 

Sec. 19-43. - Violations and penalties; civil remedies. 

In addition to the remedies described in Sec. 19-41(e), a person who violates any provisions of this 

Article is responsible for a municipal civil infraction, subject to payment of a civil fine of not less than 

$50.00 or more than $500.00 plus costs for each violation.  The City Police are authorized to issue 

municipal civil infraction citations. 

Secs. 19-44 through 19-70 reserved 

 


